
Check out these websites
to learn more:

http://coast.noaa.gov/ccapatlas/
www.climate.gov/news-features
http://tippingpointplanner.org/
www.paseagrant.org
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Communities must be prepared to adapt to problems
intensified by climate change.

Presque Isle beaches,
boating, fishing, winemak-
ing and skiing make sig-
nificant economic contri-
butionsfortheErieregion.

Howevertourism,fishing
andgrapefarmsdependon
the right climate, and that
climate is changing. Heavy
rains and higher lake tem-
peratures are contributing
to harmful algal blooms in
Lake Erie’s western basin.
Businesses there are pay-
ing a heavy price, as are
the citizens who are left
without drinking water.

Preparing and adapting
to these threats requires
understanding the current
and future effects climate
change can have locally.
But the doubt and confu-
sion caused by campaigns
to discredit the science
aboutclimatechangehave
left many communities un-
prepared.

The Erie Community
Resiliency Workgroup
wants to build a coordi-
nated and comprehensive
response to the impacts of
climate change on public
health, communities, wild-
life and water resources.
The group, which includes
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
the Northwest PA Green
Economy Task Force (NW-
PAGE), Environment Erie
and the Erie County Sus-

tainability Program, has
scheduled two events so
you can learn more about
these threats and how you
can be more proactive in
dealingwiththesechanges.

On Oct. 14 at 7 p.m., the
film “Merchants of Doubt”
will be featured at the
Erie Art Museum. It lifts
the curtain on a secretive
group of pundits-for-hire
that present themselves
in the media as scientific
authorities — yet have the
contrary aim of spreading
maximumconfusionabout
climatechange.Cost:$5ad-
mission at the door.

To learn more about the
potential effect of climate
change on tourism, don’t
miss the breakfast keynote
session at the Tom Ridge
Environmental Center on
Oct. 15 from 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Featuredpanelistsinclude
John Oliver, VisitErie; Me-
gan Goold, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency,
Region 3; Jerry Skrypzak,
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie; and
Ron Lybrook, state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection. While this
session is free, you must
preregister by Thursday at
http://community-resiliency-
workgroup.ticketleap.com/
breakfastkeynote/ or by
calling Kaitlyn at 835-8069.

— Anna McCartney

How climate change will
affect Lake Erie region
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Dunkirk, N.Y., area students clean up Wright Park Beach
in Dunkirk.

Teachers Julie Sec
and Marcella Dolce from
Dunkirk, N.Y., are help-
ing to create Lake Erie
stewards. They are both
participating in the PA
SeaGrantCenter forGreat
Lakes Literacy (CGLL)
program that builds Great
Lakes knowledge by form-
ing ongoing relationships
with researchers and en-
vironmental partners, and
involving students in stew-
ardship activities.

After a presentation
from Nate Drag from the
Alliance for the Great
Lakes, six high school stu-
dents and 20 fifth-grade
students collected about
25poundsoftrashatWright
Park Beach in Dunkirk.
Their results will be sent
to the Ocean Conservancy
and combined with the In-
ternational Coastal Clean-
up data.

Somestudentcomments

about the cleanup are be-
low:

“When I first got there, I
didn’t think there was that
much trash. Then we start-
ed looking and we found
a lot of it and it was pretty
gross.” — Xander

“I learned that a lot
of people litter and it is
bad because it harms the
fish and other animals.”
— Gabby

“People need to care
more about our environ-
ment.”— Ma’Naya

“I was shocked by the
amount of trash.”— Taylor.

“Itwasagoodthingtodo
for our school, beach and
environment.” — Jordan

“I was upset because
the beach was dirty and I
don’t want animals dying.”
— Katelynn

“I felt happy to help the
environment to be clean
andtheanimalstobesafe.”
— Karina

Dunkirk students help
to protect Lake Erie
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Stormwater runoff causes considerable environmental problems with severe impacts to water quality and aquatic
natural resources that can lead to impaired aquatic ecosystems and significant public health risks. Urban sprawl has
caused many problems including increased pollution, urban flooding, destruction of cropland and green space and
longer travel time, which leads to greater dependence on non-renewable fossil fuels.

Although early humans
changed their landscape,
they did not alter the envi-
ronmentasmodernpeople
have.

Many changes in land
useoccurredasthehuman
population exploded and
resulted in an insatiable
demand for more resourc-
es to support an unsustain-
able lifestyle.

For too many Ameri-
cans, driving is the only
way to shop, get to school
or work, or perform other
common activities such as
going to church, attending
after-school events or even
a movie.

It was the heavily subsi-
dizedfreewaysandrevised
zoning laws in the 1950s
that drove new homes,
businesses and stores
away from each other and
fueled America’s love af-
fair with the automobile.
“Nearbybecamefaraway”
asthemodernsuburbsand
big-box stores created the
country’sexpensive,severe
sprawl crisis. Families
can’t go anywhere without
a car or two or three, and
many have become prison-
ers in their cars each day
just getting to and from
work.

Land-use decisions
that supported this devel-
opment led to full-scale
destruction of farmland,
wetlands and other wild-
life habitat at the expense
of the environment or a
sustainable future. Huge
problems such as traffic
congestion, dependence
on fossil fuels, bad air,
polluted runoff, diminish-
ing water quality, climate
change and wildlife habi-
tat destruction have be-
came the norm.

Even today, precious
land continues to be de-

stroyed to extract fossil
fuels, build more big-box
stores, housing develop-
ments and roads that lack
sidewalks, forcing people
to drive to every destina-
tion and to use nonrenew-
able energy.

Contrast this with neigh-
borhoods that house busi-
nesses in multiuse, mul-
tistory buildings that are
powered by solar energy,
that do not require acres
of parking and are a short
walking distance from
homes and apartments.

Northwest Pennsylva-
nia’s small towns, beaches,
forests, farmland, streams
and Lake Erie attract mil-
lions. But for that to con-
tinue, zoning laws and de-
velopment practices must
preserve the spectacular
landscape and abundant
natural resources and also
restoreourdiminishingwa-
ter quality.

Community planners
aroundthecountryaredis-
coveringhowtheroadback
to in-town developments is
boosting their government
tax bases without blowing
up their budgets. In the
process,theyareimproving
qualityoflifebysupporting
growth that prioritizes the
valueofourresources,fam-
ily,time,healthandaclean
environment.

Contact your local plan-
ning board and ask the
members about your zon-
ing laws. Encourage them
to channel investment into
walkable mixed-use busi-
ness districts that benefit
people and the environ-
ment instead of gobbling
up and polluting precious
land.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Halt sprawl
Why we need to reclaim
walkable communities
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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The combination of sprawl and heavy rain events related
to climate change are causing more frequent flood
disasters. Ask your local officials what they are doing to
prevent and prepare for such devastation.
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Extraction and the new infrastructure to move, process
and deliver oil and gas bring full-scale industrialization to
often previously rural landscapes, threatening sensitive
air, land and water resources. These activities are exempt
from the Clean Water Act.
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Poor land-use decisions also ruin the beauty of once
healthy, clean water habitats. Policies, ordinances and
land protection programs and restoration priorities are
needed to protect natural resources that sustain Great
Lakes ecosystems and enhance local economies.

After World War II, Americans began to leave
cities and build new houses, stores, offices and
manufacturing plants on open land in the
countryside. Unforeseen consequences arose, such
as traffic congestion, the loss of farmland and open
space, air, surface and groundwater pollution, and
the physical deterioration of cities.

Look in the newspaper for examples of other
changes caused by this way of life. If you were in
charge of new development, what
would you do to make it better? Send
your ideas to axm40@psu.edu for
possible publication in “your space.”
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