
Check out these websites  
to learn more:

www.vinebalance.com/
www.sustainablewinegrowing.org/
http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu
www.sipcertified.org/
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According to the Natu-
ral Resources Defense 
Council, 93 percent of 
Pennsylvania citizens 
support expanding utility 
programs to help consum-
ers improve their homes’ 
energy efficiency and re-
duce electricity bills, with 
70 percent strongly in fa-
vor. Eighty-eight percent 
support increasing use of 
clean and renewable en-
ergy like wind and solar, 
with 63 percent indicating 
strong support. 

What about you? How 
do you think Pennsylvania 
should meet its Clean Pow-
er Plan requirements to 
reduce carbon emissions? 
Make your voice heard on 
Thursday from 6-9 p.m. at 
Hirt Auditorium at Blasco 
Library. Participants wish-
ing to speak at the hearing 

must register at (717) 787-
8727. The DEP will also 
accept written comments 
until Nov. 12 at www.ahs.
dep.pa.gov/eComment/.

Under federal law, 
Pennsylvania has until 
Sept. 6, 2016, to submit a 
state plan to the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency that outlines how 
the state will meet its car-
bon emission reduction 
goals under the CPP. The 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection wants citizens 
to weigh in on what kind 
of plan will maximize the 
CPP’s benefits for public 
health, job creation, and 
savings on electricity bills.

For more information, 
visit www.cleanpowerpa.
org.

— Anna McCartney

Clean Power Plan seeks  
input from Pa. citizens

NOAA

2015 art submission by Samantha in Michigan

More than 100 fourth-
grade McKinley Elementa-
ry students and their teach-
er, Jane Ross, collected 32 
pounds of trash around 
their school and neighbor-
hood for the 2015 Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup. 

They documented what 
they found and shared what 
they learned. Below are 
some of their comments:

We should not litter! 
During the ICC Cleanup, I 
found many cigarette butts 
and candy wrappers. That 
is bad, and I learned not 
to litter anymore. Litter 
will find its way to the riv-
ers, streams, and then the 
ocean!!! — Denaryae Evans

During the ICC I learned 
that the world could be 
beautiful, if we all just work 
together and clean it up!  
— Javara Beason

I think that when people 
litter, it makes me just 
feel bad because the gar-
bage gets into Lake Erie. 
We should throw things 
away, and all of this just 
came to me when my class 
and I cleaned up around 
McKinley School! — Mike 
Sturdivant

I will not litter! If I see 
somebody litter, I will ask 
them to pick it up. YOU 
should do the same! Put 
all trash in the garbage.  
— Taylor Rose

Litter concerns students

GRAPEDISCOVERY.COM

Land and water stewardship are traditional farming values. And now grape growers in Pennsylvania’s Lake Erie Basin 
can participate in VinES (Vested in Environmental Sustainability) to increase the profitability of their agricultural 
operations and reduce non-point source pollution from entering into Lake Erie and our waterways.

Sustainable farming has 
taken root for wine grape 
growers and those who 
grow Concord and Niagara 
grapes for Welch’s. 

Grape farmers world-
wide have voluntarily ad-
opted controls on water 
flow through vineyards 
and other sustainabil-
ity practices because they 
want to conserve water 
and protect water quality, 
minimize erosion, reduce 
pesticide risks, protect 
worker safety and con-
serve wildlife habitat. 

Grape farmers in Cali-
fornia, Washington, Or-
egon, New York, Michigan 
and New Zealand have 
been participating in pro-
grams that protect the en-
vironment and maintain 
production of high-quality 
grapes. Some have been 
using these practices since 
the 1990s. 

Enhancing and main-
taining ecosystem health 
also keeps their soils and 
vines fit. Limiting runoff 
conserves topsoil (the life-
blood of vineyards) and 
reduces the contaminants 
(sediment, fertilizers, agri-
chemicals, etc.) that enter 
water resources from 
farms. Integrated pest 
management techniques 
for insect, disease and 
weed control, pesticide 
storage and handling and 
modern spray technolo-
gies protect beneficial in-
sects and animals and pro-
tect the health of workers, 
neighbors and consumers. 

Farmers are using sus-
tainability farming to in-
crease and maintain the 
profitability of grape pro-
duction. The number of 
wineries in California has 
more than tripled since 
1990, bringing the state to 
fourth-ranking producer in 
the world behind France, 
Italy and Spain. Accom-
panying that growth is a 
flourishing sustainable vi-
ticulture movement. Since 
1994, it has been led by a 
collaborative of growers, 
wineries, researchers and 
others promoting sustain-
able practices through a 
comprehensive self as-
sessment, regular on-farm 
workshops and, more re-
cently, third-party certi-

fication requested by the 
growers. 

It wasn’t until the 1990s 
that New Zealand was gain-
ing acclaim for its wine, 
and the growth of the wine 
industry there only fur-
ther highlights the value 
of sustainable farming 

methods, as exports grew. 
Today almost 100 percent 
of New Zealand’s produc-
ing vineyard area is now 
Sustainable Winegrowing 
New Zealand certified. The 
New Zealand Winegrow-
ers’ Sustainability Policy 
maintains that wine must 

be made from 100 percent 
certified grapes in fully 
certified winemaking fa-
cilities. 

While third-party certifi-
cation is bringing sustain-
able farming to the fore-
front, the workbooks that 
include self-assessments 
involving extensive evalu-
ation of a vineyard’s prac-
tices have provided the 
core. VineBalance is the 
New York program started 
in 2006. Its book, online at 
www.vinebalance.org, has 
eight sections and 140 ques-
tions. Growers can evaluate 
and discover ways to im-
prove their sustainability 
by comparing their current 
practices with examples 
provided in the workbook. 
This self-assessment pro-
vides a baseline for an ac-
tion plan farmers can use 
to make changes that can 
benefit their business and 
the environment. 

And now grape growers 
in Pennsylvania’s Lake 
Erie basin can participate 
in VinES (Vested in Envi-
ronmental Sustainability). 
“The Pennsylvania pro-
gram was created to give 
county, state and federal 
agencies new opportuni-
ties to partner with local 
grape growers in an effort 
to increase the profitability 
of their agricultural opera-
tions and reduce non-point 
source pollution from en-
tering into Lake Erie and 
our waterways,” said Tim 
Bruno, chief of the Office 
of the Great Lakes for the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion Interstate Waters Of-
fice. 

The DEP has partnered 
with the Erie County Con-
servation District, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, Lake Erie 
Grape Research, Penn 
State University Coopera-
tive Extension and Cornell 
University in this effort to 
involve more grape farm-
ers in this region. To learn 
more about VinES, contact 
Jake Moore at jacmoore@
pa.gov or 217-9634. 

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Sustainability jells
Local grape farmers reap benefits from conserving

By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Surface runoff and resulting soil erosion are the principal 
means by which fertilizers, sediment, and pesticide 
residues reach surface waters.

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Seeding cover crops in late summer is one best-
management practice used in sustainable vineyards. 
Cover crops improve soil fertility, water quality, reduce 
soil erosion, suppress weeds, and add biodiversity.

SIPCERTIFIED.ORG

Certification by one of several independent organizations 
such as Sustainability in Practice (SIP) supports growers 
and communicates their commitment to protect the 
environment and preserve vineyard productivity.

Protecting Lake Erie will take smart 
planning and cooperation between 
citizens, farmers, businesses, the local 
municipalities, states and countries that 
share its life-sustaining resources. Share 
your thoughts to convince communities 
and people to work together on a lake-
wide plan to avoid economic and 
environmental disasters 
Send them to axm40@
psu.edu for possible 
publication in the “your 
space” feature.

PA Sea Grant asks stu-
dents from kindergarten 
through eighth grade who 
participated in Internation-
al Coastal Cleanup events 
to grab your art supplies. 
You can help the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration raise 
awareness about marine 
debris by showing how it 
impacts Lake Erie and the 
ocean and what you are do-
ing to prevent it. Students 
in K-8 from all U.S. states or 

territories enrolled in rec-
ognized public, private or 
home schools are eligible 
to participate. Entries must 
be postmarked by Monday, 
Nov. 30. Download the flyer 
and entry form with all the 
rules at http://marinede-
bris.noaa.gov/outreach/art-
contest.html. Contact Anna 
McCartney at axm40@psu.
edu for more information 
and to let her know if you 
will be participating. 

— Anna McCartney

Contest wants drawings
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