
Learn about environmental issues, their affect on your community and actions for your involvement.
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This NIE page keeps students and 
readers current on environmental 
issues. We also encourage citizens 
to make the region a better place to 
live, work and play by participating 
in projects to restore, enhance and 
protect the environment. To receive 
free sponsored copies of the 
Tuesday Erie Times-News, teachers 
should contact 
Christopher.
LaFuria@timesnews.
com.
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Teachers who participated in a beach cleanup at a Sea 
Grant summer workshop will soon lead their students in 
ICC cleanups and data collection events at their schools.

At least nine teachers 
are already signed up to 
collect trash and data for 
the annual International 
Coastal Cleanup on their 
school grounds and sur-
rounding neighborhood. 
Once their cleanup is com-
plete, they will share the 
data with Pennsylvania Sea 
Grant and their results will 
be added to the Lake Erie 
ICC data and sent to Wash-
ington, D.C., for worldwide 
totals.

The teachers include 
Mary Meade, East High 
School; Peter Reed, Col-
legiate Academy; Rebecca 
Turner, Fairview High 
School; Ian Williams, North 
East Middle School; Mar-
garita Dangel, Gannondale; 
Katherine Hall, Iroquois 
Elementary; Pat Lupo, 
Neighborhood Art House; 
Laura McIntire, Woodrow 
Wilson Middle School; and 
Racquel Gray, Union City 
High School.

The Coastal Resources 
Management Program 

and PA Sea Grant invite 
other teachers who receive 
sponsored copies of the 
Tuesday Erie Times-NIE 
“Reconnect with your envi-
ronment” page to join these 
teachers in making a differ-
ence by involving their stu-
dents in a school cleanup.

Teachers can decide on 
a convenient day for the 
cleanup when school is 
in session anytime before 
Oct. 8. Contact Anna Mc-
Cartney of Pennsylvania 
Sea Grant at axm40@psu.
edu to register your school 
or classroom and to reserve 
bags, gloves, data cards and 
instructions. 

If you don’t already re-
ceive the free Tuesday 
newspapers for your class-
room, you can order them 
at www.goerie.com/nie 
where you can also find 
teacher lessons for the 
weekly pages.

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Cleanup invites 
teachers to join effort
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Student stewardship projects of teachers who participated in a Sea Grant summer workshop will be highlighted on 
these weekly NIE pages. This NIE project to educate citizens about coastal issues and involve them in solutions is one 
example of innovative partnerships through Pennsylvania’s Coastal Resource Management Plan. Teachers in the NIE 
program can order free sponsored Tuesday newspapers by contacting NIE Coordinator Chris LaFuria at 870-1838.

Do you love fishing, boat-
ing or swimming in the 
Erie region? Is Lake Erie 
the source of your drink-
ing water? Do you benefit 
economically from coastal 
resources or activities? 

Can anyone disagree 
that it will take citizen in-
volvement and coordinated 
management to preserve, 
protect, develop, enhance 
and restore these limited 
resources to sustain cur-
rent and future genera-
tions?

By 1970, many of the na-
tion’s lakes, streams and 
rivers were so degraded 
that they were unable to 
support aquatic life, fishing 
or safe swimming. Coordi-
nation and common stan-
dards were needed at all 
levels to restore and pro-
tect our coasts, estuaries 
and oceans because water 
does not recognize political 
boundaries. 

On Oct. 27, 1972, Congress 
established the Coastal 
Zone Management Act 
(CZMA) to sustain healthy 
coastal economies and 
ecosystems by providing a 
comprehensive approach 
to balance the often-com-
peting demands of coastal 
resource use, economic 
development, and conser-
vation. 

Thirty-four states, in-
cluding Pennsylvania, have 
approved coastal resource 
management programs 
(CRMPs) to meet the goals 
of the CZMA. They address 
a wide range of issues, in-
cluding coastal develop-
ment, water quality, public 
access, habitat protection, 
energy facility siting, ocean 
governance and planning, 
coastal hazards and cli-
mate change. 

Today, more than ever, 
these programs are critical 
for assisting communities 
in addressing increasing 
pressures from develop-
ment, pollution, habitat 
degradation, overfishing, 

invasive species and coast-
al hazards, including hurri-
canes and sea-level rise. 

Funding from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration 
(NOAA) is used to adminis-
ter the CRMPs and to pro-
vide grants to local govern-
ments, state agencies and 
nonprofit organizations 
like Erie Times-News in 
Education to undertake 

education, construction 
and other projects in their 
coastal zones. With match-
ing funds from the state and 
local sources, these innova-
tive voluntary partnerships 
strengthen the capabilities 
of each partner to address 
coastal issues of national 
importance and the flex-
ibility to design a program 
that acknowledges unique 
priorities and needs. 

Lake Erie and its coastal 
resources are the focus of 
this weekly Tuesday NIE 
environment page. During 
the school year, Pennsylva-
nia Sea Grant provides up-
to-date scientific informa-
tion about issues that affect 
citizens who live, work and 
play here. Students and 
citizens can learn about 
issues including non-point 
source pollution, flood-
ing, invasive species and 
emerging contaminants. 
Educators have access to 
free resources and support 
for local “place-based” sci-
ence for their Environment 
and Ecology standards. But 
most importantly, the Lake 
Erie watershed benefits 
from this additional pool 
of educated citizens when 
they become involved in 
solutions to problems they 
help create. 

In Pennsylvania, the 
state Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s 
Water Planning Office co-
ordinates and implements 
the CRMP to execute sound 
coastal management in its 
two coastal areas includ-
ing the Lake Erie Coastal 
Zone. This area extends 
inland for an average of 1.4 
miles and continues to the 
middle of the lake and the 
boundary with Canada. It 
includes 77 miles of lake 
and major tributary shore-
line, Presque Isle State 
Park and one of the state’s 
ports for international 
shipping. The 112 miles 
of the Delaware Estuary 
Coastal Zone within Bucks, 
Philadelphia and Dela-
ware counties includes 
the largest freshwater port 
in the world.

For more information 
about the CRMP program 
locally, contact Jake Moore 
at 217-9634 or jacmoore@
pa.gov.

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Zone in, not out
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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PACRMP’s innovative voluntary federal, state and local 
partnerships to improve coastal resources include this 
Raccoon Creek Park construction project nearing 
completion in Springfield Township to replace 
deteriorating structures and improve recreational 
opportunities.
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The PACRMP also tracks shoreline erosion and bluff 
recession to assist local administration and enforcement 
of the Bluff Recession and Setback Act, which protects 
health and safety by requiring local zoning permits for 
development along unstable Lake Erie bluffs.

Check out these websites 
to learn more:

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.
gov/

www.dep.state.pa.us/river/czmp.
htm

www.paseagrant.org

Learn how you can protect our Lake Erie watershed

The Coastal Resource 
Management Program 
awards grants for projects 
that benefit one or more of 
the coastal zone enhance-
ment areas, including 
coastal wetlands, coastal 
hazards, public access, 
marine debris, cumulative 
and secondary impacts, 
special area management 
planning, Great Lakes re-
sources, energy and gov-
ernment facility siting and 
activities and aquaculture.

Eligible organizations 
include any coastal munic-
ipality, county government 
entity, public authority, 
state government agency, 
incorporated nonprofit or-
ganization, school district or 
institution of higher learn-
ing with projects located in 
the Pennsylvania Coastal 
Zone boundaries. A map of 
the Lake Erie Coastal Zone 
boundaries and projects 
funded in the past can be 
found at the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection website 
at www.dep.state.pa.us/

river/about/about.htm.  
The solicitation period 

for the 2014 Coastal Zone 
grants continues until 4 
p.m. on Oct 21. All appli-
cations must be submit-
ted electronically through 
the online Environmental 
eGrants System. If awarded 
funding, the grant period 
will run from Oct. 1, 2014, 
to March 31, 2016. 

A pre-application Webi-
nar workshop will be held 
to provide information and 
instructions on the com-
petitive grant program on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m., with ad-
ditional time for questions.

For more information, 
contact Julia Donahue 
at 451-6018 or jmccon-
naughey@eriecountygov.
org or Stacey Box at (717) 
772-5622 or sbox@pa.gov or 
visit www.dep.state.pa.us/
river/grants/crmgrants/crm 
grants.htm.

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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The Liberty Park fishing pier was built with the help of 
federal, state and local partnerships, including CRMP.

Webinar offers ideas 
on how to land grants
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