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Learn more about the Cascade Creek restoration during a 
walking workshop on June 3.

The Erie Western Penn-
sylvania Port Authority and 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant in-
vite the public to a walking 
workshop along Cascade 
Creek in the city of Erie on 
Wednesday, June 3, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m.  

The walk will begin at 
the parking lot next to the 
entrance to Niagara Pier 
and the Sunrise of Presque 
Isle Bay senior living cen-
ter. Learn about the stream 
corridor and bikeway im-
provements, as designed 
by Porter Consulting En-
gineers of Erie. The im-
provements are now under 
construction by McLallen 
Construction Inc., of Erie.  

This is the sixth Cascade 
Creek project since 2006 to 
address non-point source 
pollution entering Presque 
Isle Bay. Work will improve 
an additional 700 feet of 
this stream immediately 
north of the Niagara Pointe 
bridge (located along the 
Bayfront Parkway north of 
Cranberry Street).

 Project objectives are 
to improve water quality 
and fish and wildlife habi-
tat by removing 61.25 tons 

of sediment from entering 
the creek and Presque Isle 
Bay. The project will also 
restore stream channel 
width; remove shoreline 
hardening of the stream-
bank; naturalize stream-
bank gradient; plant ripar-
ian buffer and landscaping 
trees using native species; 
remove an obstructive, 
unnecessary bridge that 
once accessed the former 
United Oil Refinery tanks; 
reconstruct the popular 
bike/pedestrian trail fur-
ther away from the stream 
corridor; and include an 
educational element that 
describes project benefits.  

Stream corridor and 
bikeway improvements 
will conclude by the end 
of June and plantings/
landscaping will take place 
this fall. This project is 
funded by a $313,458 Great 
Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to the Port Author-
ity. For more information, 
contact David Skellie, PA 
Sea Grant, at 217-9011, Ext. 
103, or dus18@psu.edu.

— Anna McCartney

Cascade Creek walk 
shows improvements
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Students from the Neighborhood Art House prepare to 
speak to Erie County Council on May 5.

Students from the 
Neighborhood Art House 
recently shared their ex-
periences about the Mas-
ter Gardner program with 
Erie County Council:

“We are here tonight to 
let County Council know 
how lucky we are to have 
the Master Gardeners in 
our community and we 
hope that you will always 
support them and the work 
that they do. 

“Last summer 25 Master 
Gardeners worked with us 
at our two-week Garden 
Camp in July. Twelve of 
us met from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. each day. AAUW (the 
American Association of 
University Women), who 
also volunteered and 
provided lunch each day, 
funded our camp.

“Each day there were at 
least six Master Gardeners 
with us, and many of them 
came at least three times. 
They taught us about gar-
dening, took us on field 
trips and worked with us 
in our community garden, 
Emmaus Grove. 

“They were great men-
tors last summer and we 

know we can always call 
on them to help us with 
our gardening and tree 
projects. This year they 
taught our fall gardening 
class about hydroponics 
and will be helping us this 
spring and summer” — 
Nizjanna Bryant, Rickaylaha 
Ransom, Nikita Nelson

“I learned to try many 
new things at Garden 
Camp, like eating pesto, 
peas, blueberries, blue-
berry yogurt pretzels, ̒ dirt 
and worms and ants on a 
log. My future goal is to be 
an artist and a Master Gar-
dener. Thank you, AAUW 
and Master Gardeners!” 
— Julissa

“These two weeks of 
Garden Camp have been 
the best days of my life. I 
hope there will be Garden 
Camp again next year. 
Thank you, AAUW and 
Master Gardeners!” -— 
She’Yunna

“Thank you for sending 
us on so many field trips. 
I’ll never forget picking 
blueberries and making 
blueberry smoothies and 
muffins. Gardening will 
be my life.” — Nikita

Youngsters dig help 
from Master Gardeners
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Nate Irwin, left, a PA Department of Environmental Protection aquatic biologist, was one of hundreds of volunteers at 
the 2015 Children’s Water Festival. More than 1,700 fifth-grade students and their teachers from Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and New York learned how to safeguard water resources.

You can’t protect what 
you don’t understand.

This is especially true 
about water, a resource we 
can’t live without.

Thankfully future scien-
tists, teachers, town plan-
ners, politicians, farmers, 
consumers and business 
leaders became water 
wizards at the 2015 Great 
Lakes Children’s Water 
Festival.

The Water Systems 
Council joined forces with 
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection, Penn State 
Behrend, Pennsylvania 
Sea Grant and other local 
organizations for the day-
long event on May 14.

According to Margaret 
Martens, executive direc-
tor of the WSC, more than 
1,700 fifth-grade students 
and their teachers from 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
New York learned how 
to safeguard water re-
sources. They experienced 
four-and-a-half hours of 
hands-on activities that 
focused on drinking water, 
groundwater, surface wa-
ter, watersheds, and water 
quality and conservation. 

While the intent was to 
teach students about the 
importance of their water 
resources and how to pro-
tect them, students said 
the event was also fun. “We 
learned a lot and had fun, 
too,” said Brianna, from Ir-
oquois Elementary. “It was 
interesting to learn how 
the water cycle runs,” said 
her classmate, Carlina. “It 
was awesome,” said Max.

We can be hopeful that 
all these students share 
what they learned and 
that they will make better 
decisions to protect water 
because they now have a 
deep understanding of this 
precious resource. 

What about you? Take 
this quiz to test your water 
smarts and share it with 
your family and friends 
to test their knowledge. 
The more we all know the 
more likely we are to en-

sure that the water that has 
sustained life on Earth for 
millions of years can keep 
future generations alive. 

True or false?

1. Water is the only sub-
stance on Earth that oc-
curs naturally as a solid, 
liquid and gas.

2. More than 90 percent 
of the Earth’s water is fro-
zen or salty.

3. On average 10 percent 
of the human body consists 
of water.

4. Tap water is safer, 
cheaper and more regu-
lated than bottled water.

5. Two-thirds of the wa-
ter consumed in a home is 
used in the bathroom.

6. One quart of motor oil 
can contaminate 1,000,000 
gallons of water. 

7. 100 percent of streams 
are monitored by state, lo-
cal and federal government 
agencies for pollution.

8. A person can live a 
month without water.

9. A small drip from 
a faucet can waste up to 
three gallons of water a 
day.

10. 80 percent of water-
ways and groundwater in 
the U.S. are contaminated 
with residue from antide-
pressants, birth control 
pills and antibiotics. 

11. Nutrients that can 
cause harmful algal 
blooms enter our waters 
from leaking septic sys-
tems, pet waste and ex-
cess fertilizers washing off 
lawns, gardens and farms. 

12. Researchers are 
finding plastic pollution 
everywhere they look, 
including the ocean, the 
Great Lakes, on out of-the-
way uninhabited islands 
and even trapped in re-
mote Arctic Sea ice. 

Answers: 1-T; 2-T; 3-F: 60 
percent; 4-T; 5-T; 6-T; 7-F: 
only 24 percent; 8-F: only 
1 week; 9-T, 10-T, 11-T, 12-T

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Truth or consequences
Test your knowledge about how to protect water
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Students spent four-and-a-half hours on activities that 
focused on drinking water, groundwater, surface water, 
watersheds, and water quality and conservation.
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Students participate in a scoop the poop competition. 
When pet waste washes into surface waters the organic 
matter and nutrients can degrade water quality.
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Erie Maritime Museum volunteers shared the harmful 
effects of plastic pollution from the museum exhibit 
Plastic Waters. Check out the entire exhibit during the 
museum’s regular hours until July 6.

Young people like those that attended the 2015 
Children’s Water Festival can play a huge role in 
educating and involving others in solutions to water 
quality and water quantity problems. Look for articles 
to see what problems young people are solving in your 
community. How many are environmental problems? 

Create a public relations campaign to promote 
lifestyle changes that protect water resources. Include 
ideas for ads and ways to get the media involved. Take 
your ads home and share them with 
your parents and family and talk about 
how your family can change both 
lifestyle and shopping habits.

Check out these websites  
to learn more:

http://water.epa.gov/drink/
http://water.epa.gov/type/
www.usgs.gov/water/
www.watersystemscouncil.org/
www.paseagrant.org/
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