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m CONNECT WITH YOUR ENVIRONMENT
Cue fflj'mnS'NctaS LEARN ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN TOUR COMMUNITT AND HOW TOO CAN GET INVOLVED

I_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Marcus Eriksen, research director and co-founder of the 5 Gyres Institute, 
will speak at Mercyhurst University tonight at 7 p.m. about plastic pollution In 
waterways around the world. His talk will focus on regional solutions.

Check out these 5 events 
on environmental issues

Looking for ways to learn more about the environment in the 
coming weeks, as we celebrate Earth Day 2019:

Here are five suggestions:

What: Hear Marcus Eriksen, deliverthe 18th annual Sister Maura 
Smith Earth Day lecture, “Saving Our Synthetic Seas.” Eriksen is 
the research director and co-founder of the S Gyres Institute in 
Los Angeles, California. According to die National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, a gyre is a large system of rotating 
ocean currents. NOAA has identified five gyres: the North and 
South Pacific Subtropical Gyres, the North and Soutii Atlantic 
Subtropical Gyres, and the Indian Ocean Subtropical Gyre. 
Erikson has gone on sailing expeditions through all five gyres. 
His research focuses on helping cities to understand the systems 
and sources of plastic pollution in their regions. Tire lecture is 
presented by the Charlene M. Tanner Speaker Series and is co
sponsored by Mercyhurst’s Sustainability Office and the Evelyn 
Lincoln Institute for Ethics and Society.
Wliere: Mercyhurst University, Walker Recital Hall, East Main 
Drive
When: Tonight, April 16,7 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public.

Earth Day primer
How the 4 Rs and 10 ideas can help the environment

By LIZ ALLEN
Contributing writer

Olivia Miller, a 20-year-old 
Gannon University physician 
assistant major, was stunned by 
the volume of throw-away items 
she and her college classmates 
found during the annual “Beauty 
and the Bluff” spring cleanup on 
Erie’s east bayfront on Saturday.

“We can’t believe how 
much was lying around. It’s 
so unnecessary. I’m glad we 
can help,” said Miller, director 
of community service for her 
sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta. 
The sorority was one of several 
Garmon University organizations 
that participated in cleanups 
for the university’s annual Day 
of Caring, in partnership with 
neighborhood revitalization 
organizations.

On Erie’s west side, Jeffrey 
and Erin Phillips had a similar 
reaction as they joined the Our 
West Bayfront cleanup around 
Emerson-Gridley School with 
their children, Sylvia, 7, and 
Elliot, a year-and-a-half old.

Jeffrey Phillips said they found 
scads of cigarette butts close to 
school doors. A receptable for 
butts could solve that problem, 
he suggested. Erin Phillips picked 
up lots of juice boxes, straws and 
snack bags.

The Garmon students and 
the Phillips family members 
are among hundreds of 
volunteers who are taking part 
in local projects during the 
Great American Cleanup of 
Pennsylvania. They’ve had a 
close-up look at why we need to 
rethink our habits about buying 
products that we later discard.

“I like to focus on the 
‘Reduce, Reuse, Refuse and 
then Recycle’ concepts,” said 
Brittany Prischack, sustainability 
coordinator for Erie County. 
Those concepts are known as die 
4Rs.

To help you celebrate Earth 
Day, which takes place on April 
22, and to encourage you to 
become environmental stewards 
year-round, we offer 10 tips, most 
of them courtesy of Prischak.

COMING NEXT WEEK: A look at the history of Earth Day, first celebrated 
on April 22,1970, and the federal and state legislation that was enacted as 
a result of the environmental movement.

This rain barrel is used by the Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier. Artist Kathi George 
designed the rain barrel as part of the “Don’t Give Up the Drip” art/environmental 
project.

[CONTRIBUTED]

Members of Gannon University’s Adventure Club, from left, Kim Bodura, 19, Kelsey 
Meenan, 19, Morgan Hopkins, 20, Meghan Mosakowski, 19, Luke Norman, 19, 
Katrina Goodlin, 19, Megan Zeymroz, 20, Lexi Johnson, 21, and Zaaklyah Byrd, 20, 
pitch in during the “Beauty and the Bluff” cleanup on Erie’s east bayfront on Saturday.

10 tips to be year-round 
environmental stewards

1. Refuse disposable straws and plastic silverware. Isaiah Jones,8 ,a member 
of the seven- and eight-year-old Green Team at the Neighborhood Art House, 
explains why this is important. “We have a mission. It is ‘Skip the Straw.’
We made a list of questions of things to find out about straws and how they 
hurt animals. We used the computer, especially YouTube videos, to find
our answers. We decided to make signs to try to convince people not to 
use straws. We also had Skip the Straw stickers to hand out to people who 
promised to Skip the Straw. You can help us by stopping your use of plastic 
straws. Just drink from your glass or bottle with your mouth. You could also 
buy your own reusable glass with a straw.”

2. Use re-usable coffee cups and water bottles.

3. Recycle plastic grocery bags, bread bags and bubble wrap at the grocery 
store. You can also donate plastic bags to Mercyhurst University, which is 
collecting bags for the TREX plastic bag recycling program. “If our campus 
collects 500 pounds of plastic in a six-month period, we’ll earn a bench made 
from recycling plastic," said Sarah Bennett, chair of the biology department 
and Mercyhurst’s sustainability officer. For information on howto donate 
plastic bags, email heratsbennett@mercyhurst.edu or call (814) 824-3611.
She hopes to collect 500 pounds by May 10.

4. Bring re-usable bags every time you shop.

5. Compost food scraps.

6. Pick up litter. Visit www.gacofpa.org to find cleanups in Erie County.

7. Reduce erosion by managing stormwater. One way to do this is with a rain 
barrel.

8. Donate clothing, housewares and furniture to a local charity Instead of putting 
them out with the trash.

9. Donate non-perishable food and garden vegetables and fruits (in season) 
to Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwestern Pennsylvania. To learn more 
about upcoming food drives and the agency's gleaning program on local 
farms, visit https://nwpafoodbank.org.

10. Volunteer as a “weed warrior” at Presque Isle State Park to remove invasive 
species. For more information, contact Ray Bierbower, environmental 
educational specialist and Presque Isle volunteer coordinator, at (814) 833- 
7424 or edbierbowe@pa.gov.

[CONTRIBUTED]

Jingze Jiang, associate professor of economics at Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania, is part of a panel discussion about the “Green Deal” resolution 
on Thursday.

What: Attend a panel discussion, “Uncomfortable 
Conversations: The Green New Deal.” Edinboro University 
of Pennsylvania faculty members will discuss the economic 
and political implications of die Congressional resolution 
sponsored by U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., 14tli 
Dist., and U.S. Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., to address climate 
change. Panelists include Karen Eisenhart, associate professor 
of geosciences; Jingze fiang, associate professor of economics; 
Gerry Gendlin, associate professor of international politics; and 
Jerra Jenrette, history instructor.
Where: Edinboro University, Baron-Fomess Library, second 
floor, 200 Tartan Road.
When: Thursday, 7 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public.

What: Learn about proposed solutions for glass recycling, now 
that many municipalities no longer include glass as part of their 
recycling programs, at “What’s up with Glass Recycling (Or 
Not!).” Students from Gannon University, Edinboro University 
of Pennsylvania, Perm State Behrend and Mercyhurst University 
have been researching different aspects of glass recycling, 
including model programs and communities. The program 
will include an overview of the issues facing glass recycling, 
followed by five group presentations, each evaluated by a panel 
of experts. Pennsylvania Sea Grant and Erie County Recycling 
are also sponsoring the program.
Where: Blasco Library, Hirt Auditorium, 160 E. Front St.
When: Wednesday, April 24, S :30 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public

What: Visit “Spring into Science: Family Fun at TREC.” Hands- 
on nature and science activities for the whole family. Meet 
Smokey the Bear, take Bayliner Trolley tours of Presque Isle 
State Park, build a pollinator house, go on a plant walk with Go 
Native Erie, attend a turtle talk and try family fishing with the 
SONS of Lake Erie, among other activities. Sponsored by WOLN 
Public Media Live at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center, with 
the Regional Science Consortium.
Where: Tom Ridge Environmental Center, 301 Peninsula Drive 
When: Saturday, April 27,10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public 
Note: Environment Erie will also sponsor a stormwater 
workshop at TREC, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cost is $30 
and participants will receive a Rain Wizard barrel from Good 
Ideas. To register, which is required, visit www.environmenterie. 
orgor call 814-835-8069.

What: Earth Day Festival 2019. Local green businesses, 
community partners and colleges will share hands-on 
environmental education activities. The event will feature more 
than 40 environmental groups and vendors, a K-12 art contest, 
an electric car demonstration, entertainment and more.
Where: Gannon University, Hammermill Center, 620 Peach St. 
When: Saturday, April 27,1 to 5 p.m.
Cost: Free and open to the public

Jeffrey and Erin Phillips get ready to dispose of the garbage they collected around Emerson-Gridley School during the Our West Bayfront cleanup on Saturday. Their daughter 
Sylvia, 7, helped her parents, while Elliot, 1 and % had a comfortable seat in his stroller.

LIZ ALLEN, a retired newspaper editor, can be reached at lizallenerie@gmail.coin. Sea («¡Ui
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NEWSPAPER ACTIVITY
Plastic straws are a big cause of litter and also can 
be harmful to marine life. School children, including 
youngsters at the Neighborhood Art House in Erie, are 
devising their own “Skip the Straw” campaigns. Do 
your friends or people in your family use straws at 
school, at home or when eating fast food? How would 
you persuade them to skip the straw? Share your 
ideas! Email us at KellyDonaldson@psu.edu

 


