Our Water Our Future: A Common Agenda
FT2NI t NPUSOUAY3T tSYyy
h< Watershed

PennFuture Sarah Bennett, Campaign Manager, PennFuture




Lake Erie Facts
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CommOn Agenda \51 PennFuture

A Plan for better protecting water
qguality
I Policies, decisiomaking practices,
collaboration

A Agreed upon by all partners

A Process
I Threats
I Solutions
I Social justice review




Partner Organizations
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Technical Advisory Committee

Community Resilience Action Network of Erie
(CRANE)

Pennsylvania Sea Grant
Regional Science Consortium
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

J. Michael Campbell, Ph.D., Professor of Biology,
Mercyhurst University

Christopher Dempsey, Ph.D. Associate Professor of
Biology, Gannon University

Varun Kasaraneni, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of
Environmental Science and Engineering, Gannon
University

Sherri A. Mason, Ph.D., Sustainability Coordinator,
Penn State Erie

A Sam Nutile, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biology, Pe
State Erie

A Adam Simpson, Ph.D., Assistant Teaching Professor
Biology, Penn State Erie
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Social Justice Reviewers

A Erie County United

A Green New Deal Coalition

A US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants Erie



I Part 1. Addressing Racism
and Environmental Justice

A Erie County Resolution 43: Racism is
a public health crisis

A Environmental degradation and
pollution disproportionately impact
people of color

I Erie Coke Corporation

I Historically redlined
neighborhoods in Erie are 3.93
warmer

Cambridge
Springs

(Hoffman,Shandas& Pendleton, 20 PA Dept. of Environmental Protection Environmental Justice Areas
(20% people living in poverty and/or 30% minority)



I Part 1. Addressing Racism
and Environmental Justice

A Recommended Solutions
I Equal seats at the table
I Community Advisory

Committees
I County environmental advisory : o’(,.,,__./
i v Upioh City
council AN | bl A

Cambridge
Springs

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection Environmental Justice Areas

(20% people living in poverty and/or 30% minority)



Part 2. Adequately Funding
Water Protection

A Threats

i $18.6 billion gap in funding for
water infrastructure (PA DEP,
2015)

I State agency funding 300%
lower than 2002 levels
A Solutions

I Protect Environmental
Stewardship Fund and others

I Restore funding to agencies
| State Clean Water Fund
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Part 3: Reduce Water Pollution
and Flooding Due to Surface
Runoff

A Threats

I Stormwater, agricultural runoff
and sewage

I Impervious surfaces

A Solutions

I Protect/increase open spaces and
natural elements

A Wetlands, trees, riparian zones
I Develop green stormwater plans



