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Meeting Notes 

Welcome 

Great Lakes Roundup 

 Draft will be posted on www.binational.net. A note will be sent out when this information is 

available for your review. 

 ErieSTAT can be used to track phosphorus reduction goals. 

http://www.blueaccounting.org/pilots/eriestat/ 

 

2017 E.coli bacteria and HAB Monitoring 

Question: Why did you choose to monitor at Cowell Beach? (Private property.) 

Jeanette Schnars: We wanted to go a little further east, we got reports of water looking bad there and a 

sick dog.  

Question: Do (HABs) issues go further east? We have a place near Shades Beach and they have 

increased the foot print of the sand. Lots of people utilize this area.  

JS: That may be a good place to test this summer if many people recreate there. 

JS: We were just informed that the RSC has received a DEP Environmental Education Grant to develop 

and deploy a Mobile Hab Lab. This will be used for outreach. 

 

PA Phosphorus Reduction Domestic Action Plan 

No questions. 

 

PA State Water Plan  

The DEP is looking for a representative from animal production as well as an engineer and an attorney. If 

you are willing to serve in this capacity please contact Tim Bruno at 814-835-1477 or tibruno@pa.gov. 

 

Small-scale wastewater treatment in Erie County 

Question: Does the Erie County Department of Health enforce the regulations?  

Ron Salisbury: We work with DEP to enforce policies and to keep people in compliance. Refusal to 

comply will initiate further action involving the DEP.  

Question: We have an out-of-state neighbor whose septic system is not functioning. We know that the 

ECDH has sent them a letter. What comes next if they do not make the required repairs? 

RS: I know who you are referring to. Let’s talk about this specific situation after the meeting. 

Question: What is the typical amount of time it takes to get septic system permission? 

RS: It depends whether you need an on-lot or small flow septic system. Soil testing is done first. 

An on-lot system takes 2-3 weeks to get testing done, plus a week for perc test, plus another month to 

get the contractor in and the job done. Total time is two to three months. 

Small flow system permit time runs 6 to 18 months, then you have to wait for a dry period for 

construction. 

Question: Greene Township is installing sewer in the area I am building a home. Must I hook up to the 

sewer? The house will be back 1500 feet from road. Can the municipality require me to hook up?  

http://www.binational.net/


RS: Work with your municipality on this. The written ordinances in their 537 plan will determine the 

footage required. 

Question: What is the rate of malfunction for Erie County?  

Michael Chizewick: 25% for the small flow systems.  

Tim: Hundreds of systems in a clos knit area, many of them malfunctioning, degrades watersheds.  

Question: Is the ECDH permitted to go onto private properties? 

Ron/Mike: That is a condition of the permit. Property owners grant permission for access at any time, 

within reason. 

 

PA Department of Health - Rabies Awareness 

Survey distributed. No questions. 

 

Public comment period 

Tim: Are there any remaining questions on topics we covered today? Any comments or concerns? 

Suggestions for future meeting topics? 

Question: What is the DEP’s take on present funding, in particular GLRI funding cuts? 

TB: The partners of DEP I listed in an earlier slide are funded through the GLRI in capacity-building 

projects. We do not have the staff to do this work. All of these are tied into restoration of the Great 

Lakes. The president proposed to reduce that by 97%. This would be detrimental to the US EPA being 

able to coordinate activities bi-nationally. This work would stop. Work on other Areas of Concern across 

the Great Lakes stops. These areas stay polluted, jeopardizing human health. Invasive species are 

knocking on our door. Carp may destroy our GL ecosystem. You may want to contact your legislators to 

share your concern. In our area these are US Senators Toomey and Casey plus Representatives Kelly and 

Glenn Thompson. We are hoping there is enough bipartisan support to restore these funds. 

Tim: Are there any topic recommendations for the future?  

Question: When will we get to see the data from the stream sampling done last year? 

TB: Jim Grazio is pulling that together and we are looking forward to sharing that with you very soon. 

Question: How about habitat updates for example, what is being done on invasive species?  

TB: Pennsylvania Sea Grant coordinates this, we can definitely include this topic. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Presentations from this meeting can be found at: http://seagrant.psu.edu/topics/watershed-planning-

and-monitoring/projects/pennsylvania-lake-erie-forum-pa-leef 
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