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Reconnect with your environment
Learn about environmental issues, their effect on your community and actions for your involvement.
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Save the date for the 2012 ICC. Thiel College students Morgan Carson,
left, Laura Brubaugh, Kaila Hawley, Kim Ault, Chris Lukich and
Jacquelyne Kinney volunteered at Presque Isle State Park in 2011.

Join Coastal Cleanup
volunteers on Sept. 15
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
WhatwillyoubedoingonSept.
15? Save that date so you can join
volunteers locally that are helping to protect our vital water resources from one of the greatest
global pollution problems.
Help to put litter where it belongs! Each year on the third
Saturday in September, International Coastal Cleanup volunteers pick up and document
human-related debris. This oneday collection event is a snapshot
of the global problem and it’s not
a pretty picture. Trash is compromisingourwaterwaysandoceans
and contributing to the deterioration of these life-supporting
ecosystems.
Locally, more than 1,500 volunteers of all ages removed 7,577
pounds of trash and separated
1,715 pounds of recyclable materials at 15 sites around north-

ern Erie County during the 2011
event. Waste Management and
the state Department of Environmental Protection Coastal
ResourcesManagementProgram
sponsor the Erie event that has
attracted over 8,000 volunteers
over the past nine years. Citizens
of all ages have collected a total
of314,499individualitemsinErie
County in that time.
Paint a better picture by not littering and by participating in the
nextyearlyevent onSept.15from
9 a.m. to noon.
For more information and to
register, visit www.goerie.com/
coastalcleanup. To add a site for
the ICC, contact: Don Benczkowskiat217-9634or573-3565ore-mail
dbenczkows@ state.pa.us.
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Environment Erie and Pennsylvania Sea Grant hope the “Begin ANEW” initiative to reconnect neighborhoods to nature helps rain gardens
become the norm, as their purpose becomes better known. This garden at the Glenwood YMCA replaced hard surfaces to create an engaging
natural area that will attract birds and butterflies as it improves local water quality. It was installed last year with help from children and
teachers in the summer program.

Saturation point

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

How rain gardens help our watershed
funding SourceS

By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Attend the walking tour in Frontier Park on June 28 to learn more about
the restoration of Cascade Creek.

Are our tributaries healthy?
Find out on 2 walking tours
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer

The quality of water in Lake
Erie,ourgreatestassetandsource
ofdrinkingwater,dependsonthe
health of its tributaries. Take advantage of the following opportunities to learn more about two of
them.
▀ Environment Erie Pennsylvania Lake Erie Watershed
Association Watershed Tour of
McDannell Run
After a short PLEWA meeting
at the Kids Club at the John E.
Horan Garden Apartments, 730
Tacoma Road, you will board a
bus for the headwaters tour and
then hike along McDannell Run
from 10th Street to the mouth at
Lake Erie.
When: Sunday, June 10, from 1
to 3 p.m.
▀ Pennsylvania Sea Grant and
EnvironmentErieWalkingTourof
Cascade Creek in Frontier Park
Learn about the restoration
work in Cascade Creek that has
been done to eliminate erosion
and sedimentation, two harmful processes that destroy water
quality.
You will hear about recent

studies that have helped to frame
the Presque Isle Bay Watershed
Plan to improve water quality
and reduce flooding, and see effective Best Management Practices (BMPs) in action.
You are sure to leave with important information about watersheds,nonpointsourcepollution,
stormwater BMPs and ideas on
how you can improve water quality entering our waterways.
Thissecondofthreeworkshops
will demonstrate the progress already made to improve Cascade
Creek and focus on Phase III,
which was made possible with
funding from a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant. Project
partners include the Erie County
ConservationDistrict,Pennsylvania Sea Grant, Environment Erie
and S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie.
When: Thursday, June 28, from
6 to 7 p.m. at Frontier Park.
Contact Jessica James at 8358069, Ext. 104, for details about
these meetings.
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More rain gardens are cropping up in the Erie region, and
that’s fortunate for our environment.
While beautiful, these gardens serve many essential roles.
They naturally collect and infiltrate stormwater to keep it
from rushing to nearby streams
untreated. Stormwater is one of
the major stresses on an aquatic
environment because it carries
pollutants, increases water temperature, causes flooding and
increases erosion. Rain gardens
help control that flooding and
pollution while also restoring
lost habitat and protecting plants
and animals that continue to lose
ground to impervious areas.
With the help of Environment
Erie and Pennsylvania Sea
Grant,businesses,nonprofits,citizens and students are reshaping
their neighborhoods to minimize
this negative human impact on
the health of the Lake Erie Watershed caused by land use. The
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, with funding from various
sources, has been used for rain
garden installations at the Glenwood YMCA and the Plastikos,
Inc. headquarters.
This watershed approach to
manage stormwater has a positive impact on drinking water because it improves water quality
in Lake Erie and its tributaries.
And it can also keep excess water from flooding buildings, as is
the case at the Plastikos building
on Hawthorne Drive.
Ryan Katen, engineering manager at Plastikos and general
manager of Micro Mold Co. Inc.,
was interested in a greener way
to control the flooding problems.
Through their “Reduce, Reuse
and Recycle” program, these
two local companies are already
helping the environment by
keeping almost 200 metric tons
of CO2 from being released into
the atmosphere each year. Their
significant strides to reduce raw
materials, oil and energy and
water use at their plants demonstrates a strong commitmentto

Funding for the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative of
Pennsylvania Sea Grant and
Environment Erie is provided by
the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’s Office
of the Great Lakes and local and
regional grants.
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Flooding at the Plastikos Inc. headquarters on Hawthorne Drive in the
Walnut Creek watershed led the company to look for greener solutions
to deal with stormwater. Rain gardens can help manage excess water
caused by development and improve water quality in Lake Erie and its
tributaries.
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Ryan Katen, engineering manager at Plastikos Inc. and Jessica
James, program director for Environment Erie, look on as workers
from Meadville Land Services complete one of two rain gardens
designed by Urban Engineers in Erie to prevent flooding at the site.
environmental sustainability.
“Agreeing to install and help
pay for the rain gardens fits in
with our overall mission to have
as little environmental impact as
possible. Reducing stormwater
with rain gardens on our property is one more way companies
like ours can show leadership for
protecting our important water
resources,” said Katen.
The rain gardens at the Glenwood Y helped to transform a
mostly impervious area into a
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greener space that will help to
minimize stormwater and pollutants and lower the temperature of the water entering storm
drains on the property.
The Y’s GLRI project, with
grants from the Erie Community
Foundation, Freshwater Future
and the Royal Bank of Canada
and additional funding from the
YMCA, will allow water to seep
into the rain gardens instead.
Children and teachers in the Y
summer program helped plant

the flowers and they painted
messages on the storm drains to
educatetheirfamiliesandothers
about stormwater problems.
When students did a cleanup,
they found trash everywhere
they looked. Trash, dirt and pollutants from parking lots and
streets are eventually carried
by stormwater runoff into storm
drains and streams, then to Lake
Erie, and finally to the ocean,
creating water quality problems
and habitat destruction all along
the way.
Additional funding from GLRI
and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection will be used for two more
future projects to control stormwater with green infrastructure.
The goal is to use these projects
to encourage others in the Erie
community to join Environment
Erie’s “Begin ANEW” program
to reconnect neighborhoods to
nature. Educational opportunities to learn more about the landwater connection will include
free future public tours of the
Lake Erie Watershed with visits
to the rain gardens. (See today’s
story about the Cascade Creek
walking tour for an additional
opportunity to learn about techniques to control stormwater
and erosion.)
You, too, can control stormwater on your property by planting
rain gardens and trees. Contact Jessica James at 835-8069
to learn more about the Begin
ANEW program and TreeVitalize, a program to increase tree
cover in Pennsylvania.
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Join us again in September when the Erie Times-News NIE and
Pennsylvania Sea Grant will again
provide you with more opportunities
to learn about issues that impact
our environment and how you
can make a difference. We
will continue to share the
best-proven tools and
practices backed by current
scientific studies that can help
protect and restore the
Pennsylvania Lake Erie
Watershed.

