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Reconnect with your environment
Learn about environmental issues, their effect on your community and actions for your involvement.

GOOGLE MAPS

Goerie.com/coastalcleanup Google map with ICC site locations and
information.

Edinboro becomes
16th cleanup site
4. Walnut Creek Access Area:
Terry Farrell, 590-7548
5. Upper Walnut Creek/ Asbury:
Maggie Dicks, 835-5356
6. Presque Isle State Park/ TREC:
Brian Gula, 833-7424
7. Cascade Creek /Frontier Park:
Robert Yates, 449-7750
8. Upper Mill Creek/ Belle Valley
Presbyterian Church: Doug
Ebert, 451-6742
9. Downtown Erie: Julie Ross,
455-3743
Visit: www.goerie.com/coastalcleanup or www.Facebook. 10. McDannell Run: Sr. Pat Lupo,
490-3108
com/erieinternationalcoastal11. Lower Four Mile Creek: Dave
cleanup.
Skellie, 217-9014
Cleanup sites
12. Upper Four Mile Creek: Ann
Quinn, 882-0963
1. Raccoon Park: Jean Ganger,
13. 7 Mile Creek/ Glinodo Center:
(814) 922-3785
Angela Porfilio, 873-5164
2. Erie Bluffs State Park/ Elk Creek
14. Shades Beach: Krista Jelley,
Access Area: Ray Bierbower,
899-3171
833-7424 or Brian Zeppenfeld, 15. Freeport/NE Marina/20 Mile:
825-6403
John Hallenburg, 725-8659
3. Avonia Beach: Pete Kraus, 474- 16. Edinboro/McKean (new site):
5942
Matt Pluta, 881-2165
Contact a site coordinator below, scan this code or register
online to volunteer for the Pennsylvania Lake Erie International
Coastal Cleanup.
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These dedicated volunteers coordinate the local ICC at the sites listed. Last year more than 1,500 people helped them record and keep over
7,500 pounds of trash out of the environment. Join them this Saturday and receive a “green” bag donated by Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield.
The bags were donated to celebrate the 10th year of local participation in the ICC to reduce and prevent marine debris.

Don’t trash shores
Saturday’s event can prompt changes to save our waterways

By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
No one can yet claim victory
in solving one of the world’s
most visible problems that affects us all: trash in our ocean
and waterways.
This trash is far more than
an eyesore. It threatens human
health, wildlife, communities
and economies here at home
and around the world. The glut
of plastic bottles, cigarette butts,
plastic bags and other trash travels to the nearest waterway and
is ending up in even the most
remote corners of the globe, far
from where it originated.
Will you join local students,
families, friends, Scout troops,
businesses, fishing organizations and others this Saturday
to clean up and record the
trash that makes its way to area
beaches?
Mobilize with millions of volunteers around the world for the
Ocean Conservancy’s yearly In-

THINGS YOU CAN DO FOR TRASH-FREE SEAS
1. Refuse it: Don’t buy unnecessary items.
2. Reuse it: Use reusable mugs, picnic supplies, shopping bags, etc.
3. Reinvent it: Tell companies to reduce packaging/create ocean-friendly materials.
4. Tap it: Drink tap water in reusable bottles.
5. Butt out: Don’t flick your cigarette butts outdoors.
6. Butt in: Ask for policies that address ocean trash.
7. Recycle it: Sort, separate and participate in recycling.
8. Stow it: Keep trash aboard your boat, until you properly dispose/ recycle it.
9. Can it: Use trash cans with lids.
10. Remove it: Participate in the ICC and other cleanups.
ternational Coastal Cleanup to
keep this harmful trash out of
the ocean. In the last quarter of
a century, on just one day every
September, almost nine million
people have picked up some
144 million pounds of trash in
more than 150 countries and
locations.
Locally, from the Raccoon
Creek Access Area to sites in
North East and many in between, some of the same people
have volunteered since 2003,

when the entire lakeshore region joined Presque Isle State
Park in the yearly cleanup effort. On this 10th anniversary
of the expanded endeavor, new
sites have been added in Edinboro.
This year’s ICC event offers
you an opportunity to make a difference locally and globally. You
can help volunteers at any of the
16 sites or do a school cleanup in
the Erie region to collect trash
and data to help us resolve this

preventable problem.
However, real victory will only
come when the information collected on this one day is used to
change human behavior all 365
days. The data clearly shows we
all have a role to play — from
product design to disposal.

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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Diehl School students kept litter out of our waterways and ocean by
participating in the 2011 school neighborhood cleanups.

Students can be part
of Coastal Cleanup
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Local students in K-12 programs can collect trash and
data for the annual International
Coastal Cleanup on their school
grounds and in surrounding
neighborhoods.
Teachers can decide on a
convenient day when school is
in session, and once the cleanup is complete, they will share
the data with Pennsylvania Sea
Grant. Results will be added to
the Lake Erie ICC data and sent
to Washington, D.C., for worldwide totals.
The Coastal Resources Management Program invites schools
that receive sponsored copies of
the Erie Times- News with Tues-
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Many ICC volunteers do not live in Erie County. David and Tracie
Eaglen of Gibsonia filled their boat with trash collected along the
shore east of Shades Beach in Harborcreek during the 2011 event.
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Penn State Behrend students collected trash along lower Four Mile
creek in Lawrence Park. Students in local colleges and high schools
are instrumental in making the ICC a success.

day’s “Reconnect with your environment” page to make a difference by hosting a school cleanup
anytime this month.
Contact Anna McCartney
of Pennsylvania Sea Grant at
axm40@psu.edu to register your
school or classroom and to reserve bags, gloves, pencils, data
cards and instructions.
If you don’t already receive
the free Tuesday newspapers
for your classroom, you can order them at www.goerie.com/nie,
where you can also find teacher
lessons for this weekly page.

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

NOAA

Most commonly used plastics do not fully degrade. They break down
into smaller and smaller pieces and end up in the ocean and
shorelines around the world far from where they originated. Data
shows much of the debris consists of single-use, disposable items.
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Check out these websites
to learn more:
www.goerie.com/coastalcleanup
www.oceanconservancy.org
www.marinedebris.noaa.gov
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Student volunteers in Jamaica haul trash collected for the 2011 ICC.
Across the globe, volunteers collect and record trash in the one-day
event. Ocean Conservancy compiles, analyzes and publishes the data
to inspire action to rid the ocean of harmful trash.
A large percentage of trash picked up every year during the International
Coastal Cleanup includes single-use items. Make a list and determine the
percentage of single-use items you throw away daily and compare it with
those you can use repeatedly. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter and
your assignment is to write an article demonstrating the change in trash in
the last 100 years. Interview your parents or grandparents or other family
and friends and ask them about products they used when they were young.
Did they have as many throwaways as we do today? What other changes
occurred that have led to so much trash? Include changes at restaurants,
shopping, picnics and other events. Write a persuasive letter to people in
your school and community and share how they can change
their behavior to solve the trash problems. Send your letter to
axm40@psu.edu for possible publication in “your space.”

