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Reconnect with your environment
Learn about environmental issues, their effect on your community and actions for your involvement.

Workshops teach how
to ID aquatic invaders
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Stopping new aquatic invasive
species (AIS) from becoming
established requires that new
infestations be identified early
and accurately. In addition, appropriate steps must be taken to
keep them from hitching a ride
to new locations.
To provide AIS identification
and prevention education for
agency biologists, water conservation officers and others working or doing research in state
waters, Pennsylvania Sea Grant
developed
“Pennsylvania’s
Field Guide to Aquatic Invasive
Species.”
Free copies of the field guide
will be available for participants
at two PA Sea Grant hands-on
AIS identification workshops
that will provide tips on using
the guide and practice in identifying several AIS threatening
Pennsylvania.
Participation is free, but registration is required by June 1
and space is limited. Priority will
be given to field biologists and
agency field staff. Time for both
workshops is 8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
Locations, topics and dates for
the workshops, which include
lunch and refreshments, are:
June 12 — Fish, invertebrates,

reptiles
Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, Room 112, Erie
June 19 — Plants, pathogens,
algae)
Pennsylvania State University, Forest Resources Building,
Room 106, State College
To register visit http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/7L8SRLH
or contact Sara Grisé at (814) 2179020 or e-mail sng121@psu.edu

ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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Last May workers from Meadville Land Services began work on two rain gardens at the Plastikos Inc. headquarters on Hawthorne Drive in the
Walnut Creek watershed. Plastikos partnered with Environment Erie and PA Sea Grant to use greener solutions to manage stormwater runoff at
the site and improve water quality in Lake Erie and its tributaries.

Trickle-down practice

Local rain gardens help
to stem runoff pollution
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Neighborhood Art House Invasive Species and Green Team classes
hope you, too, will join the Weed Warriors to remove invasive plants
on Presque Isle.

Weed Warriors beat path
to Presque Isle State Park
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
The Invasive Species and
Green Team classes from the
Neighborhood Art House went
to Presque Isle State Park to
remove garlic mustard invasive
plants. We were part of the Weed
Warrior program.
After meeting with Matt Pluta
and Marti Martz of PA Sea Grant
to learn more about garlic mustard, we donned gloves and put
bugsprayonourwrists,waistand
ankles. Then we went to different
places and pulled up the garlic
mustard from the roots; this was
necessary to prevent it from coming back and spreading seeds. It
was hard because the roots were
deep in the dirt. It is important to
pullthegarlicmustardbecauseit
spreads and takes over the other
plants.
We felt messy; our gloves
smelled really bad, like onions.
When we were pulling the weeds
around the pond, we got wet all
the way up to our elbows. While
there we saw turtles, including a
baby.
Thiswasanenjoyablefieldtrip

and we hope that other people
will join the Weed Warriors. We
will all volunteer to go back!
Written by youth at the Neighborhood Art House from PfeifferBurleigh Elementary School:
— Abby Aguilar grade 3
— Stephanie Solis grade 6
— Jahir Rodriguez grade 4

Note: The Weed Warrior program is also looking for adult
volunteers. With so many days
available, is there any reason not
to help? Opportunities are availableinMayeveryTuesdayfrom10
to 11:30 a.m.; every Thursday from
1 to 2:30 p.m.; and every Saturday
9:30 to 11 a.m. There are also opportunities on two additional
Wednesdays, May 22 and May 29
from 4 to 6 p.m. You can see the
calendar at www.facebook.com/
WeedWarriorsPisp or you can
contact Matt Pluta for more information about other dates and to
sign up at 835-8069, ext. 104.
ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Every time it rains or snow
melts, the health of the very water used by millions for drinking
and attracting tourists, anglers
and boaters is negatively impacted.
Land use causes precipitation to become one of the greatest threats to water quality and
quantity. Instead of soaking into
the ground, water runs off roofs,
lawns, streets and parking lots
into storm drains or directly into
waterways.
This excess runoff impairs
water quality, causes flash floods
and streambank erosion and reduces groundwater recharge.
Trash, dirt and pollutants on
lawns, streets and parking lots
are carried by stormwater runoff
into Presque Isle Bay, into Lake
Erie and finally into the ocean,
creating water quality problems
and habitat destruction all along
the way. Sediments clog streams
and reduce oxygen. Chemicals
poison aquatic ecosystems and
can render water supplies undrinkable. Lack of groundwater recharge exacerbates water
shortages in many areas.
To minimize these problems,
Environment Erie and Pennsylvania Sea Grant are engaging
businesses, nonprofits, citizens
and students to reshape their
neighborhoods. Adding green
infrastructure such as rain gardens helps to naturally collect
and infiltrate stormwater.
This watershed approach has
a positive impact on drinking water and improves water quality
in Lake Erie and its tributaries.
Rain gardens also can keep excess water from flooding buildings and low spots. This method
is in use at the Plastikos building
on Hawthorne Drive in Summit
Township and the parking lot at
Urban Engineers at West 13th
and Sassafras streets.
Environment Erie and PA Sea
Grant worked with the owners at
these sites to install rain gardens
and to use these projects and future ones to educate others so
they, too, will manage stormwater, increase habitat and beautify
a dull landscape. Funding was
provided by the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative through
the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection’s

Office of the Great Lakes and
from various sources, including
the property owners.
Last month site visits to the
Plastikos rain gardens and
other projects were included
in a two-day workshop for municipal officials, engineers, the
development community and
others involved in managing
stormwater. More than 65 people
attended the “Managing Municipal Stormwater” workshop sponsored by Penn State Cooperative
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Extension, Sea Grant and Environment Erie. Topics included Flooding problems that once plagued the Plastikos Inc. headquarters
new stormwater regulations, have been eliminated. All this water now has a better place to go.
timelines and best management
tools for implementing green infrastructure solutions.
Other upcoming Environment
Erie and PA Sea Grant projects
include rain garden installations at Iroquois Elementary
School and at St. George Catholic School. These sites will also
serve as educational outdoor
classrooms so the next generation of homeowners, business
leaders and municipal officials
can learn the value of natural
water resource protection.
In preparation for the rain
garden at St. George School,
Nate Millet, Environment Erie’s
environmental educator, has
been teaching students about the
water cycle, rain gardens, and
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native plants. On May 28 some
of them will attend the Millcreek This photo was taken two months after completion. Urban Engineers
Township public meeting hoping designed the rain gardens so the plants that will fill in with time will
to influence municipal officials soak up the runoff. Any excess will flow into the drainage system.
on the need for green infrastructure. They have also invited municipal officials and others to
attend a ribbon-cutting for the
St. George rain garden on June
4 at 2 p.m.
What about you? What are you
doing to reduce stormwater? An
inch of rainfall doesn’t sound
like much. But when it falls on
an average-size roof, it adds up
to a 1,900-gallon torrent rushing
off the eaves. Don’t let it add to
the problems. E-mail Matt Pluta
at mpluta@environmenterie.org
or Anna McCartney at axm40@
psu.edu for more information.
Then stay tuned for upcoming
EE/PASG workshops, including
some for homeowners.

ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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Check out these websites
to learn more:
http://nemo.uconn.edu/tools/app/
raingarden.htm
http://environmenterie.org/programs/
revitalization/
www.paseagrant.org/projects/
saturation-point
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A participant from the April “Managing Municipal Stormwater”
workshop reads a sign at the Plastikos site about how rain gardens
work. Visit www.nemo.uconn.edu/raingardens for details and a handy
app for installing a simple home rain garden.
Keep track of articles about the environment.
How often do they appear?
What environmental topics
would you like to see
included on a regular
basis?
Share your ideas
about topics and why
they should be covered.
Send them to axm40@
psu.edu for possible
publication in the weekly
“your space” feature.

