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ERIE INSURANCE

The Erie Insurance Learning Center is one of two buildings
that will be on tour during the Erie County Efficiency Call
to Action event on Jan. 28.

Alliance looks for
energy efficiency
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Lake Erie holds a treasure trove of shipwrecks, which when left in place, give us important information about what was
once the busiest trade route in the world. Shifting sands from year to year can reveal previously undiscovered wrecks
Every day, Erie compa- Insurance, the Erie Art like this one that was found in June 2014 just off Presque Isle. It has already been recovered by sand but not before it
nies and residents waste Museum, the Erie School was surveyed by PASST.
energy that could be
avoided through proper
planning, design and operation.
The Green Building Alliance is therefore calling
on local leaders to develop
a countywide efficiency
program to ensure the area’s competitiveness and
sustainability in the 21st
century.
Don’t delay. Register for
the NWPA branch of the
Green Building Alliance
Erie County Efficiency
Call to Action on Jan. 28
from 4:30-7 p.m. Discover
why energy efficiency is
so important, and how Erie

District and the Benedictine Sisters approach the
issue of energy efficiency.
Tour two of Erie’s highest
performing, most innovative buildings — Erie Insurance Technical Learning Center and the Erie
Art Museum. And find out
what you can do to help
your home or business and
Erie County become more
energy efficient.
You can register at www.
go-gba.org/events/ or for
more information contact:
Guy McUmber at (814) 5472606 or guym@gbapgh.org
— Anna McCartney
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Gannon students and young residents from the John Horan
Garden Apartments collect trash and data for the 2015 ICC.

Erie cleanup effort
draws students, adults
Fifty-two people participated in the Pennsylvania
Lake Erie International
Coastal Cleanup (ICC) at
the John Horan Garden
Apartments in September
2015. Thirty-six adults,
including students and
professors from Gannon
University and staff from
JHGA, worked with 16
young residents who are
very committed to keeping
McDannell Run clean and
healthy.
The group picked up 362
pounds of garbage keeping
it from reaching the stream
and Lake Erie. Some of the
top items of trash included
956 cigarette butts, 708
food wrappers, 398 beverage bottles and cans, and
169 plastic bags. They also
pulled a shopping cart, an

engine and carpet pieces
out of the creek.
When asked, “What was
the best thing about today?” participants made
the following comments:
“Helping people.”
— Deen, Gannon
“Being ‘hands on’ with
the kids to better their
community.”
— Isabelle, Gannon
“Picking up trash with
my group and seeing frogs
and crayfish”
— Jose, 8 JHGA resident
“Talking to the kids was
the best part of the day. I
also liked cleaning up, and
getting in the water.”
— Gannon student

Diving into the PASST
Effort sheds light on nautical history
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
There’s no need to get
wet to dive into the Great
Lakes rich maritime history.
Because cold fresh
waters have slowed the
decay of wood and metal
shipwrecks, there is a rich
and intriguing history preserved at the bottom of the
lakes.
An effort is underway locally to shed more light on
Lake Erie’s nautical past
in Pennsylvania. And it all
began when another shipwreck was discovered on
Presque Isle (PI) in June
of 2014.
PI Lifeguard Darren
Redding contacted Pennsylvania Sea Grant (PASG)
when he found something
unusual during his morning swim that day. David
Boughton PASG maritime
education specialist hurried to deploy an ROV (Remotely Operated Vehicle)
to take a better look and
he quickly recognized two
crossed Admiralty Pattern
Anchors and an old shipwreck debris field.
With permission from
the Park Superintendent
to SCUBA survey the
wreck site, its specific location was determined.
A quick historical search
found three to five ships
had “run for shore” between 1850 and 1912 and
had beached on Presque
Isle. This wreck had been
buried in the sand for approximately 140 years.
Because Pennsylvania
did not have an official
group that focused on PA
waters, Boughton pitched
Regional Science Consortium Director Jeanette
Schnars the idea of forming a group of specialists
to do just that. Schnars
and Boughton submitted a grant application to
the Pennsylvania Coastal
Resources Management
Program (PACRMP) that
would support their Marine Spatial Survey to
develop a data bank of
submerged structures and
bottom
characteristics.
Funding from PACRMP
allowed them to form the
Pennsylvania Archeology

PASST has created a conservation lab at the Ridge Center
for preservation work. David Boughton works on
preserving this maritime artifact.

the Maritime History of
our region.
Schnars and Boughton
assembled a team of specialists including SCUBA
divers trained in underwater survey, historians/
researchers, marine archaeologists, technicians,
educators and marine
operation teams. Dr. Ben
Ford, a recognized Marine
Archaeologist from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, is overseeing the
surveys with an emphasis
on discovery and preservation. A conservation lab at
the Ridge Center has been
created to do preservation
and a specialized dive team
was trained to collect data.
Since 2014 they have
been documenting the 132
known shipwrecks in the
quadrangle between Ohio,
New York and the Canadian border and completing
surveys of three PA underwater wreck sites and two
beach wreck sites.
PASST has collaborated
with the Erie Maritime
Museum, the Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources, PACRMP,
Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission,
and Divers World.
From Feb. 1 through
April 25 the Tom Ridge
Environmental
Center
will host a “Great Lakes
Shipwrecks” exhibit on
the second floor gallery.
On Saturday Feb. 6 and
March 5 historians and
archeologists will be on
hand to identify and document artifacts and stories
for “Living History” and
Show and Tell” programs.
Boughton is encouraging
people to contact him at
(814) 720-0746 or dbb11@
psu.edu if they have a
related story or artifacts
that have washed up on
the beach or been passed
down in the family.
To participate in shipwreck educational activities contact Beth McLaugh
lin, (814) 833-6050 or beth@
regsciconsort.com.

Shipwreck and Survey
Team (PASST).
The goal and mission
of PASST is to identify,
survey and document all
shipwrecks in PA waters

ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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David Boughton surveys this unidentified shipwreck that
washed up on a Lake Erie shore in 2015. If you find or
have shipwreck artifacts or stories about shipwrecks
contact Boughton at (814) 720-0746 or dbb11@psu.edu.

MATT DICKEY DIVERS WORLD

David Boughton, left, and Clark Peters, PASST Dive Team
member are working on the NAUI (National Association of
Underwater Instructors) Survey Training course.
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as well as create a website
(not yet live), develop education programs, provide
dive instruction and ethical practices and encourage people to appreciate
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Check out these websites to learn more:
www.thunderbaywrecks.com/wrecks/
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/podcast/
jan15/mw129-shipwreck-detectives.html
seagrant.psu.edu/section/curriculum/

Shipwrecks play an important role in marine
sanctuaries. But they are only one aspect of
what makes them a popular destination place.
Visit www.sanctuaries.noaa.gov to learn more
about marine sanctuaries.
Save newspaper articles for the next few
weeks that demonstrate why this area should
be considered as a National Marine Sanctuary.
Share your ideas with
readers. Send them to
axm40@psu.edu for possible
publication in the “your
space” feature.

