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Look for examples of how newspapers can
connect people to one another and to important
events in the community. Share your thoughts
on why this weekly newspaper page that
connects you to the environment is important.
Send them to
axm40@psu.
edu for
possible
publication in
the weekly
“your space”
feature.
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Landowners can receive payment for developing public
fishing easements on Crooked Creek and other Lake Erie
tributaries.

Landowners willing to
develop public fishing
easements on Crooked
Creek and other Lake
Erie tributaries can re-
ceive a payment based on
streamlengthandvalueof
the fishery. In addition to
Crooked Creek, the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat
Commission and Pennsyl-
vania Sea Grant are look-
ing for landowners willing
to allow access for public
fishing and commission
management activities
along Conneaut, Elk, Wal-
nut, Four Mile and Twenty
Mile.

The program is funded
by the sale of Lake Erie
permits and trout-salmon/

Lake Erie combo fishing
permits. In addition to
fishing easements, other
eligible uses of EAI fund-
ingincludeoutrightacqui-
sitionofimportantproper-
ties for fishing access, de-
velopment of public fish-
ing access improvements
such as fishing piers, and
habitatimprovementsthat
support fishing.

Property owners inter-
ested in learning more
abouttheEAIprogramcan
contactDaveSkellieat217-
9011, ext. 103, or by e-mail,
dus18@psu.edu.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Fishing easements
may qualify for
land payments
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Youth at the John E. Horan Garden Apartments and
students from Gannon University clean up the
International Coastal Cleanup site at McDannell Run.

Although it was a wet
morning in September,
Earth Action Youth at the
John E. Horan Garden
Apartments and students
from Gannon University
cleaned up two miles of
McDannell Run and a
small tributary.

Some of the materials
they picked up and docu-
mented for the Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup
were: 521 cigarette butts,
254 food wrappers, 156
beverage containers, 108
plastic bags, 100 cups and
plates and 17 pieces of
clothing. There were also
discarded toys, scooters,

bikes, grocery carts and a
mattress.

The Earth Action youth
created a poster for the
Kids Club to remind their
peers not to litter and
Deaujanikwrotetheacros-
tic poem below.

TrytokeeptheEarthclean.
Respectyourenvironment.
Appreciate the Earth.
Show that you care about
the Earth.
Help our planet grow.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Student’s poem teaches
classmates about trash
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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The Regional Science Consortium and Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission have assessed and documented fish
passage conditions at 29 possible barriers within the Crooked Creek watershed, including this one. A National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Sustain Our Great Lakes Community Grant was awarded to Girard Township to fix problems at this
crossing.

Before people settled
in the Lake Erie basin,
streams typically ran clear
year-round and the lake
was unspoiled by human
activities and pollutants.

But then the original
forest was cleared for agri-
culture, logging, roads and
buildings. Rain falling on
exposed soil accelerates
runoff and erosion. Soil
particles and pollutants
are transported into the
tributaries. Suspended
soil particles then get de-
posited as sediment near
the mouths of tributaries
and along the lake shore.
Much of this sediment and
pollution is resuspended
andcarriedfartherintothe
lake during storms.

So restoring Lake Erie
requires an ecosystem ap-
proach. Downstream con-
sequences must be linked
to the tributaries and what
happens upstream. Know-
ing more about those
streams is an important
first step.

The site of this week’s
watershed exploration is
the Crooked Creek water-
shed. Water drains from
approximately20.28square
miles of land that lies in
the municipalities of Con-
neaut, Elk Creek, Girard,
Platea and Springfield
intoLakeErieviaCrooked
Creek.

Crooked Creek flows
through farm fields, so
after rain or a snowmelt,
the creek is often the first
creek to discolor and the
last toclear.But thiscreek,
the third largest western
Pennsylvania Lake Erie
tributary,isapopularsteel-
head fishery. You can fish
at the mouth all the way
to posted nursery waters
upstream, where fishing is
prohibited. The “no fish-
ing” area extends through
Camp Fitch and up to the
first bridge at Ables Road.
From this bridge south to
Happy Valley Road, the
area flows mostly through
woods and has a reason-
ablygoodflowrate;itisthe
most popular area to fish.

Low-water bridges and
culvertsobstructupstream
fish movement and reduce
speciesrichnessandabun-
dance above road cross-
ings. Scientific studies

confirm that stream cross-
ings degrade and destroy
habitat and cause wildlife
population fragmentation
and isolation. So it’s only

a matter of time until spe-
cies are lost from that part
of the stream.

A National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Sus-

tain Our Great Lakes Com-
munityGrantwasawarded
to Girard Township to fix
problems at two stream
crossings. The Pennsylva-
nia Fish and Boat Com-
mission, Pennsylvania Sea
Grant and the Regional
Science Consortium are
providing technical de-
sign support, angler and
construction access ease-
ments, construction over-
sight,outreachandbiologi-
cal monitoring support.

The science consortium
and the PFBC have as-
sessed and documented
fish passage conditions at
29possiblebarrierswithin
the Crooked Creek water-
shed. Eleven of the 29 sites
surveyed showed cracks,
deteriorationofwingwalls,
erodingbanksorsediment
deposition.Whencrossings
likethesewereinstalledin
thepast,littleornothought
was given to how these ob-
stacleswouldimpactwater
quality or quantity or how
their placement would re-
strict the movement of fish
and wildlife.

Restoration work sched-
uled for later this year
should resolve two barrier
restrictions on Crooked
Creek and an unnamed
tributary near Culbertson
Road. However the group
advises that any construc-
tion that allows steelhead
movement further up-
stream should not allow
invasive sea lamprey to
advance.

During the 2013 surveys,
sealampreywereobserved
downstreamoftherestora-
tion sites. Adult sea lam-
preys migrate into tribu-
tary streams with gravel
substrate to spawn. The
fertilized eggs hatch into
small larvae that burrow
into the sand and silt on
streambottoms.Afterthree
tosixyears, theytransform
into parasitic adults that
migrate back to Lake Erie
and prey on steelhead and
other fish.

For more information
on fish and habitat evalu-
ations on this and other
Lake Erie tributaries, visit
http://pib.psu.edu/.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Straight talk
Protection of Crooked Creek vital to Lake Erie’s health

By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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When crossings like these were installed, little or no
thought was given to how they would impact water quality
or quantity or how their placement would restrict the
movement of fish and wildlife.

SEAN RAFFERTY PA SEA GRANT

Rain falling on exposed soil and on paved surfaces
accelerates runoff and erosion downstream. Soil particles
and pollutants are transported into the tributaries and
deposited as sediment near their mouths and along the
lake shore.

GREAT LAKES FISHERY COMMISSION

Invasive sea lampreys are known to spawn in Crooked
Creek. After maturity, they return to the lake where they
prefer to feed on lake trout, steelhead, whitefish and
burbot using their suction-like mouths.

Check out these websites
to learn more:

www.glfc.org/sealamp/
www.habitat.noaa.gov/

restoration/techniques/
srmonitoring.html

www.pib.psu.edu
www.paseagrant.org
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