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PLEWA and the City of Erie worked together to install the
Millcreek Litter Boom to reduce the trash entering the
lake.

One group’s concern for
the quality of Lake Erie
waterledthemtoformthe
Pennsylvania Lake Erie
Watershed Association
(PLEWA) in 2000.

Now a program of Envi-
ronment Erie, this group,
made up of volunteers
fromaroundthearea,con-
tinuestofacilitaterestora-
tion projects to improve
Lake Erie water quality
andthehealthoftheentire
watershed.

TheymeetthefirstTues-
day of every other month
at 4:15 at the Erie County
Department of Health.
At the January meeting
they discussed individual
Pennsylvania Lake Erie
subwatershed plans and
thewatershedrepresenta-
tives agreed to review the
plans to identify 2-4 poten-
tial improvement projects
from each. The goal is to
find opportunities where

PLEWA and its partners
could work together to
start implementing the
recommendations.

The March topic for dis-
cussion is the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement
and the Lake Erie Man-
agement Plan (LAMP), a
binational action plan for
restoring and protecting
the Lake Erie ecosystem.
This plan facilitates infor-
mationsharing,setspriori-
ties and helps coordinate
binational environmental
protectionandrestoration
activities.

For more information
about the next meeting
or if you would like to
get involved in improv-
ing and protecting your
subwatershed contact Pat
Lupo, OSB, at 490-3108 or
plupo@neighborhoodart
house.org.

— Anna McCartney

Erie group aims
for restoration
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The Iroquois Elementary School Garden Club, Behrend
students and Jen Salem planted native plants to improve
one of the school’s retention ponds.

The Iroquois Elemen-
tary School Garden Club
and their teacher Kath-
erine Hall are helping to
improve their watershed.
They added a native gar-
den in the retention pond
in front of their school.
With the help of Jen Sa-
lem, Garden Volunteer Co-
ordinatorattheTomRidge
EnvironmentalCenter,and
several Behrend students,
theyplantedover30native
plants. Salem taught them
about the advantages of
these water-loving plants
in their selected area
and how to transplant the
plants.

Somestudentcomments:

“I learned that most
of our Native plants like
to soak up lots of water
and make it less likely to
flood.”

— Kaiya
“It was lots of fun. I

learned that some plants
grow in wetlands.”

— Kirstin
“Definitely worth stay-

ing after school.”
— Trey

“I learned that there is
a plant called obedient
plant.”

— John
“I learned native plants

absorb water. I liked it be-
cause you can get dirty.”

— Maikayla

Iroquois students help
improve watersheds

PENNSYLVANIA SEA GRANT

The Pennsylvania Lake Erie Watershed drains water from 33 municipalities in 2 counties. Maps in the new watershed
plan, including the one above, demonstrate the importance of working collaboratively to ensure safe drinking water
and a healthy Lake Erie. Download the plan at www.seagrant.psu.edu.

Do you know who or
what entity is responsible
for protecting Lake Erie?

Thisvitalresourceisim-
portant to our region envi-
ronmentally and economi-
cally because it provides
millions of people water
for drinking, recreation,
fishing,manufacturingand
irrigation. It is also criti-
callyimportantforwildlife.

Guarding and enhanc-
ing Lake Erie should be
a priority. But because all
the water that drains into
the lake does not follow
political boundaries, no
single entity ensures that
it will be protected. Two
countries, eight states and
two Canadian provinces
impact this important wa-
tersource,somemorethan
others. The Pennsylvania
portion of the Lake Erie
Watershed alone drains
water from 33 municipali-
ties in 2 counties. What
happens in North East,
Harborcreek, Erie, Mill-
creek, Girard, Fairview,
and every municipality in
the watershed affects not
only the residents in each
individual area. It affects
all the residents that rely
on Lake Erie.

Therefore keeping it
healthy requires a col-
laborative watershed ap-
proach that begins on a
local level and which uses
accurate data to guide
personal choices and deci-
sions that are made collec-
tively in our communities
and region.

Until recently the infor-
mation was incomplete,
scattered and hard to find.
But now the Pennsylva-
nia Lake Erie Integrated
Water Resources Manage-
ment (PALE IWRM) Plan
provides the data needed
in one plan with a central
online database.

This collaborative effort
betweenPennsylvaniaSea
Grant, the Pennsylvania
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, and the
Erie County Conservation
District was not to re-write
or replace existing water-
shed plans. Instead they
brought together users,
planners, and policy mak-

ers from all reaches of the
watershed representing
the social, environmental,
and technical aspects of
water management to as-
sist with identifying goals

and objectives.
The advisory group

guided the plan develop-
ment and provided insight
into available and missing
data. They used an ecosys-

tem approach that links
water quantity with water
quality, and connects land
use to water management.
The information, analysis,
and planning can prevent
choices that could nega-
tively impact Lake Erie
and its watershed.

The goals of the PALE
IWRM Plan are to (1) assist
watershed stakeholders
identify restoration ac-
tions, promote green infra-
structure, protect environ-
mentally sensitive lands,
and improve access to and
use of water resources;
and 2) enhance the ability
of agency staff to manage
water resources.

The resulting plan pro-
videsinformationanddata
that guides users to the ar-
easinthewatershedwhere
restoration, conservation,
and/ormonitoringprojects
are needed. It summarizes
existing regulatory, man-
agement, and monitoring
programs implemented by
governmentagenciesatthe
federal,state,andlocallev-
el.Includedisaninventory
ofavailabledataonthenat-
ural resources, permitted
facilities and discharges,
ecological systems, recre-
ationandpublicaccessop-
portunities, and real-time
data from Lake Erie buoys
and weather stations. Also
summarized are several
past plans and the results
ofdatacollections,studies,
andproposalsthataddress
water and water-related
resources are provided. A
series of maps and charts
offer a clearer picture for
making more informed
choices and decisions.

Funding for this project
was provided by the Penn-
sylvania Coastal Resourc-
es Management Program
(CRMP) and the United
States Environmental
Protection Agency’s Great
Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive (GLRI) State Capacity
Funding Program.

To learn more you can
downloadtheplanatwww.
seagrant.psu.edu.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Who is responsible?
Plan provides outline for vital water source

By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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A watershed approach to managing water resources will
safeguard Lake Erie for multiple uses including fishing
and boating, which add millions to the local economy.
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Addressing algal blooms and dead zones in Lake Erie
requires monitoring, cooperation and action to reduce the
nutrients in runoff from the entire watershed.
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A balanced approach to land use and conservation is
needed to reduce runoff that threatens Lake Erie’s
recreation and tourism-based economy and ecosystem.

Find articles about different
municipalities in Erie or Crawford County.
Is there evidence they are working
together for a common cause? In which
municipality do you live? Write a letter to
the editor about why municipalities should
work together to protect Lake Erie. E-mail
your letter to
axm40@psu.edu
for possible
publication in the
weekly “your
space” feature.

Check out these websites
to learn more:

www.epa.gov/hwp
www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-erie
http://seagrant.psu.edu
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