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The deadline to register for the songbird teacher workshop
is Feb 1.

Teachers: discover
local songbirds
Formal and non-formal
educators are invited
to discover the world of
Pennsylvania Songbirds.
The
“Pennsylvania
Songbirds: K-12 Teacher’s
Guide for Activities in the
Classroom” is the focus
for this exceptional professional
development
opportunity for teachers
on Thursday, Feb. 11, and
Friday, Feb. 12, from 6 to
9p.m. at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center.
Act 48 credits will be
awarded (you must attend both days for credit).
The cost of $30 per person
(non-refundable) must be
pre-paid by calling 8337424. Pre-registration is

also required by Feb. 1 at
http://events.dcnr.pa.gov/
presque_isle_state_park.
The program is subject
to modification or cancellation at the discretion of
park staff.
You will be introduced
to basic bird biology, explore songbird identification through behavioral
and physical features, explore the concept of migration and learn about specific actions that can help
songbirds.
For more information
about this and other programs, contact the Presque
Isle State Park office at
833-7424
— Anna McCartney
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Central students weigh trash collected around the school
neighborhood.

Erie students learn by
community service
Central High School
students and their teacher, Brian DiLuzio, are
participating in Pennsylvania Sea Grant’s Center
for Great Lakes Literacy
(CGLL) project that involves students in community service learning.
Each group is required to
work on two projects, one
of which is conducting a
cleanup and data collection around their school
and neighborhood.
Eighty students and six
teachers collected more
than 127 pounds of trash
around five miles of their
school neighborhood near
Cherry and Peach streets.
They filled 28 bags with
mostly single use plastic
items including 2,455 cigarette butts, 729 food wrappers, 127 plastic bags, 239
plastic beverage bottles,
242 bottle caps and lids,
118 straws, 179 plastic
cups, plates and take out
containers, 77 foam cups,
plates and take out contain-

ers and 672 small pieces of
plastic and foam. They also
picked up a muffler, large
air filters and a truck running board and a variety
of other items. Their data
was added to the PA Lake
Erie International Coastal
Cleanup results and sent
to the Ocean Conservancy,
where it will be added to
the worldwide totals.
The students are eager
to participate in future
cleanups because they
feel it is important to improve their community
and because the marine
debris problem is entirely
preventable. Individual
responsibility, innovative
science, smart public policy, industry leadership and
student involvement can
eliminate one-use items
and change the behaviors
that trash waterways.
To learn more about
CGLL contact Marti Martz
at 217-9011 or mam60@psu.
edu.
— Anna McCartney
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Protesters chant in downtown Flint, Mich., on April 25, the one-year anniversary of the city switching from using
Detroit water to Flint River water. Flint’s story of continuing contaminated water and health crisis cultivated by neglect
and indifference is a predominant national and global challenge of the 21st century.

Thirst for clean water
The price we pay for neglecting water resources
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Everyone knows that life
depends on clean drinking
water.
Yet because city, state
and federal governments,
businesses and citizens
have failed to make it a
priority, many manmade
disasters continue to make
water unfit for consumption.
It is the public’s duty to
be informed and involved
in the protection of this
precious asset. And we
can start by learning
from cities like Toledo,
Charleston and Flint
that water quality suffers
when we fail to:
▀ Pass or enforce laws
to protect lakes, streams,
reservoirs and wells from
pollution.
▀ Maintain pipes and infrastructure.
▀ Modernize treatment
facilities.
▀ Provide funding to do
all the above.
Time and again when
companies, governments
and people ignore these
realities water quality,
wildlife and human health
are threatened.
The Charleston, West
Virginia water crisis,
which affected nine counties, exposed the disturbing lack of regulation
with regard to the storage
of hazardous chemicals
within close proximity to
an important source of
drinking water. On Jan.
9, 2014, Freedom Industries, a chemical storage facility along the Elk
River, spilled 10,000 gallons of chemicals, including
4-methylcyclohexanemethanol (4-MCHM),
into the main water
source for 300,000 citizens.
State authorities banned
the use of water for everything except flushing toilets and fighting fires. By
Jan. 20 they still could not
say whether the water was
safe to drink. Although the
chemical was stored next
to a critical water intake,
state officials acknowledged they had no specific emergency response
drawn up for an MCHM
spill.
In August 2014, almost
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This is an example of Lake Erie water on Aug. 3, 2014.
Toledo, Ohio’s water supply intake sits in the background.
Runaway nutrient pollution fueled the toxic algal bloom
that left almost half a million people without water for
drinking or bathing.
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In January 2014, at least 10,000 gallons of a littleunderstood chemical known as MCHM spilled from these
storage tanks into the Elk River northeast of downtown
Charleston, W. Va.The water supply for 300,000 people
was contaminated. People couldn’t use tap water to drink,
bathe, brush teeth, or wash dishes or clothes.
a half million residents in
Toledo, OH were without
water for three days after
a harmful algal bloom affected Lake Erie water.
This incident made water
unfit for drinking or even
bathing. It focused new attention on runaway nutrient pollution, which occurs
when excess amounts of
phosphorus and nitrogen,

contained in fertilizers
and sewage, flow into the
water from farm fields and
aging wastewater plants.
Even though these toxic
blooms are getting worse,
there are still no limits for
nutrients.
In Flint, Michigan the
state government’s supposed cost-cutting measure to switch their water
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Check out these websites to learn more:
www.nrdc.org/water/
www.epa.gov/learn-issues/learn-aboutwater
http://water.usgs.gov/owq/topics.html#cont
http://seagrant.psu.edu/

source from Lake Huron
to the Flint River in April
2014 has caused irreparable harm to a generation of
children. Not until late in
2015, after months of complaints and long after high
levels of lead had leached
into water pipes and poisoned residents, did the
state officials finally concede there was a major
public health emergency.
(Even small amounts of
lead can cause lasting
health and developmental
problems in children.) The
governor finally declared
a state of emergency on
Jan. 5, 2016.
Sadly, these incidents
are not isolated. Other
less-publicized cases are
playing out in areas where
groundwater is being polluted. These occurrences
should alarm every person
and every elected official
so that clean water is finally a high priority.
More must be done to
keep out nutrients, harmful chemicals and other
pollutants.
Additional
research must determine
whether the chemicals
released in the West Virginia spill and others pose
any long-term health hazards. The nation’s infrastructure, which in 2013
received a “D” for both
drinking water and wastewater from the American
Water Works Association,
must be modernized. Longterm health monitoring for
learning the full health
impacts of these disasters
must be done and appropriate care provided for
those exposed. Finally,
citizens, businesses and
elected officials must be
willing to provide the necessary funding.
Failing to learn more
about water threats and
failing to act will put more
people and communities at
risk for losing that precious
resource that has sustained
life for millions of years. To
learn more about water,
go to: www.epa.gov/learnissues/learn-about-water.

ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Find articles about water quality problems.
Use the websites to learn more about water.
Think about how your life would be different if
you did not have access to clean water.
Use facts that you learned to convince
people that more must be done to protect
water resources.
Send your ideas to
axm40@psu.edu
for possible
publication in the
“your space”
feature.

