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PA SEA GRANT

“Great Lakes Shipwrecks” is exhibited at the Tom Ridge
Environmental Center.

Shipwrecks on
display at TREC
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Stop by the second-floor
gallery of the Tom Ridge
Environmental
Center
from now until April 25 to
visit the new Shipwreck
Exhibit.
“This is an opportunity
to appreciate the wonders
beneath the waters,” said
David Boughton, a Maritime Education Specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant. “Each of these shipwrecks tells a story.”
“Great Lakes Shipwrecks” revives these stories in the best way possible: with underwater
photographs, maps and actual wreckage that washed
ashoreatPresqueIsleState
Park. Displays developed
by New York Sea Grant
and Sea Way Trails fit the
wrecks within the historical context of maritime

commerce and transport
on the Great Lakes, from
sailing ships to steamers
and beyond. Equipment
used to conduct underwater surveys — including sonargear,commercialscuba
diving suits and researchgradeandstudent-builtRemotely Operated Vehicles
and cameras — also is on
display.
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, the
Erie Maritime Museum
and the Erie County Historical Society developed
the exhibit, which is free
and open to the public daily from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

ANNA McCARTNEY,a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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Harding Elementary students collect trash during the 2014
ICC.

Food waste leads
school collection list
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Students at Harding Elementary have been participating in yearly International Cleanup school
cleanups since 2009.
Last year over 100 Harding Elementary third and
fifth grade students and
five of their teachers participated in the school
events organized by Pennsylvania Sea Grant.
They collected and documented the trash from a
quarter mile around their
school and neighborhood.
While cigarette butts were
high on their list in 2015,
the majority of the nearly
1,000 items they collected

revolved around food and
drink containers. Over 400
were food wrappers. Their
data was added to the PA
Lake Erie International
Coastal Cleanup data and
sent to the Ocean Conservancy, where it will be added to the worldwide totals.
Over the years students
have shared their concern for the environment
and their joy for helping
to keep the trash they collect from reaching local
streams and Lake Erie.
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This site at the Liberty Pier highlights efforts by the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie that have resulted in ordinances and
regulations enacted in the city of Erie to provide free public access in all new developments on Presque Isle Bay.

Hook
them
for
life
Fish organizations celebrate anniversaries
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer

The success of Pennsylvania’s Lake Erie fishery
has been the product of a
collaborative effort among
many organizations that
work with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission to make it a world
premier fishery.
Two of these outstanding
organizations are celebrating anniversaries this year.
Fifty years ago, in 1966,
Bob Hetz and other visionaries formed the 3-CU
Trout Club with the help
and $100 from four groups
— the Gem City Outdoorsmen, Erie County Sportsmen, Wesleyville Conservation Club and Trout
Unlimited. They believed
that Pennsylvania could
have a good steelhead
fishery if they raised and
stocked steelhead in Lake
Erie tributaries. With $400
they built their first raceway on a tributary of Trout
Run, a stream where they
saw steelhead reproducing naturally. So these volunteers netted 800 fry and
placedthemintheraceway
where they could thrive
withoutbeingpreyedupon.
But they had a problem —
there was no money to feed
the fish and pelletized food
was not yet available in
1966. However they didn’t
give up. Again they used
their imagination. Volunteers scoured the highways
for freshly killed deer and
they used a second-hand
meat grinder to mince up
the carcasses to feed the
steelhead fingerlings.
Things went swimmingly. After seven more raceways, tons of pelletized
fish food, and hundreds
of thousands of volunteer hours, 3-CU grew to
become the PFBC’s largest cooperative nursery
program in the state. The
total number of fish they
have raised over the years
is more than 4 million.
But 3-CU needs your support so it can continue to
be a leader in Erie County
fish production. To get involved by donating or volunteering, contact charter
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For 35 years S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie volunteers have routinely provided students with a
fishing experience to hook them so they, too, will protect the Lake Erie fishery.

PASTEELHEAD.COM

For the past 50 years 3-CU has been a leader in fish
production. The group relies on volunteer help and
community support to breed, feed and stock Erie County
tributaries.
member Bob Hetz at 4745635.
The other group celebrating an anniversary,
their 35th, is the S.O.N.S.
of Lake Erie (Save Our Native Species) fishing club.
Since 1981, it has worked
to preserve native species, protect and improve
Lake Erie local habitats,
support education, and
promote stewardship and
advocacy within the Erie
community.
Their initial focus was
on fishing regulations to
address the increasingly
destructive trend of overfishing that threatened
area waters. They also
established and continue
to operate a fish hatchery
that annually produces
and stocks approximately
one million Walleye and

This page brought to you by:

Check out these websites
to learn more:
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
www.3cu.org/
http://fishandboat.com/
http://seagrant.psu.edu/

two million Yellow Perch
into Presque Isle Bay.
Other efforts by the
S.O.N.S. have resulted in
ordinances and regulations that have been enacted in the City of Erie
to provide free public access in all new developments on Presque Isle Bay.
The group has also built
fish-habitat
structures,
repaired
boat-launch
ramps, built handicappedaccessible structures and
contributed to property
acquisition along streams
in Erie County. They have
even established a fishing
pole and tackle loaner program at the Erie County
Public Library where one
can check them out like
they would a book, free of
charge.
Because water safety is

also a serious concern of
theS.O.N.S.,theysupported
the establishment of a water rescue team manned by
the Erie Fire Department
and provided them with
cold-water rescue suits.
They also purchased life
rings now found along the
waters of Presque Isle and
in Erie Police Department
patrol cars that work in the
waterfront district. In addition, they have contributed
funds for maintaining the
Lake Erie Buoy that provides real-time weather information. This buoy helps
boaters,anglersandbeachgoers decide when it’s safe
to go on or in the lake.
The S.O.N.S. have also
been teaching thousands
of kids the nuts and bolts
of fishing because educating youth has been
another priority. “It is
absolutely
imperative
that our younger anglers
understand the necessity
to protect our fishery and
maintain our vigilance on
public access issues and
fishing regulations,” said
S.O.N.S. President, Jerry
Skrypzak. “Only then can
we ensure that our resources are preserved for
the future.”
For more information
about becoming a S.O.N.S.
member or about their
programs contact 453-2270.
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Find examples of other organizations that work to
make the Erie region a better place to live, work and play.
What do all of these people have in common?
What can you do
to protect Lake Erie
and all its
resources? Share
your ideas for
possible publication
in the weekly “your
space” feature.
Send them to
axm40@psu.edu.

