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www.paseagrant.org/
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KEEP PENNSYLVANIA BEAUTIFUL

Rid your neighborhood of unsightly trash by volunteering 
for the 2015 Great American Cleanup in our state.

The results of the 2014 
Great American Cleanup 
of PA can be measured by 
these statistics:
▀  136,507 participants
▀  5,349 cleanup projects
▀  13,603 miles of road-

ways, trails, waterways 
and shorelines cleaned
▀  9,113 acres of park 

lands or wetlands cleaned
▀  31,406 trees, flowers 

and bulbs planted
▀  309,672 bags of litter 

collected
▀  6,359,872 pounds of 

trash collected
The annual Great Amer-

ican Cleanup of PA is held 
in conjunction with Keep 
America Beautiful’s Great 
American Cleanup and in 
partnership with support 
from the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Environmen-
tal Protection, the Penn-
sylvania Department of 
Transportation, PA Waste 
Industries Association, 
the PA Food Merchants 
Association, Weis Markets 
Inc., Wawa Inc., Sheetz, 
ShopRite and Fresh Gro-
cer. Additional 2015 event 
supporters include: Steel 
Recycling Institute, Lan-
caster County Solid Waste 
Management Authority, Gi-
ant Eagle Inc., Giant Food 
Stores Inc., Republic Ser-
vices and Wegmans Food 
Markets. 

Source: Keep Pennsylva-
nia Beautiful

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Pa. cleanup yields 
impressive results
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer

GREAT LAKES COMMISSION

Application deadline for the Great Lakes Commission-Sea 
Grant Fellowship is Friday.

Are you interested in ad-
vancing the environmental 
quality and sustainable 
development goals of the 
Great Lakes states while 
you advance your career? 

Students who are in a 
graduate or professional 
degree program in pub-
lic policy, public health, 
natural resources, aquatic 
sciences or other related 
field at a U.S.-accredited 
institution of higher edu-
cation are eligible for the 
Great Lakes Commission-
Sea Grant Fellowship. 
This $42,000 award will 
be provided for compen-
sation, health insurance 
and fellowship-related 
travel during a one-year 
period for each fellow 
chosen.

This program provides 
an opportunity for gradu-
ate students to work with 
members of the science, 
policy and information/
education communities 
in the Great Lakes to ad-
vance the environmental 
quality and sustainable 
economic development 
goals of the Great Lakes 
states. The fellow will con-

tribute to and benefit from 
research coordination and 
policy analysis activities. 
This opportunity is spon-
sored by the Great Lakes 
Commission, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National 
Sea Grant College Pro-
gram and the Great Lakes 
Sea Grant Network. 

Don’t delay. Applica-
tions are due to the state 
Sea Grant director by this 
Friday. Late applications 
will not be considered. 
Pennsylvania applications 
for fellowships should be 
submitted according to ap-
plication requirements by 
Friday’s deadline to Sean 
Rafferty, senior outreach 
specialist at the Pennsyl-
vania Sea Grant office, by 
e-mailing sdr138@psu.edu. 
PA Sea Grant may submit 
up to two applicants to the 
Great Lakes Commission 
for consideration. For 
more information and an 
application, visit www.
paseagrant.org.

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Great Lakes fellowship
application due Friday
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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Cleaning up areas like this one along Four Mile Creek are perfect opportunities for municipalities and citizens to work 
together to improve their communities. Register your group for the 2015 Great American Cleanup of PA from March 1 to 
May 31 and help beautify your community. 

When people truly care 
about the environment, 
they do something about it. 

Thankfully, thousands 
of people in the Erie re-
gion have done something 
about one of the most vis-
ible forms of pollution by 
collecting and document-
ing trash during the year-
ly International Coastal 
Cleanup.

However, one cleanup a 
year is not enough to make 
a dent in getting rid of the 
glut of trash caused by il-
legal dumping and litter-
ing along our roadsides, 
streams, beaches, parks, 
forests and neighbor-
hoods. 

If you want to live, work 
and play in a clean and 
green community, it’s up 
to you to make it possible. 

Join Pennsylvanians 
across the state — and 
Americans across the 
nation — for the Great 
American Cleanup. Par-
ticipate in the 2015 Great 
American Cleanup of PA 
by cleaning up litter and 
trash in your community. 
Additional events include 
holding recycling events 
for hard-to-dispose of 
items such as tires and 
appliances; creating or 
enhancing green areas by 
planting plants, bulbs and 
trees; removing or painting 
over graffiti that devalues 
your neighborhood, and 
other activities that help 
beautify your community.

The PA cleanup begins 
Sunday and goes through 
May 31. During that time, 
registered events can get 
free cleanup supplies 
such as bags, gloves and 
vests donated by the Penn-
sylvania Department of 
Transportation and Keep 
America Beautiful. Ad-
ditionally, during Pick It 
Up PA Days, April 11-May 
4, registered events have 
access to reduced or free 

disposal sponsored by the 
state Department of En-
vironmental Protection, 
Pennsylvania Waste In-
dustries Association and 
participating landfills.

Community and civic 
associations, schools and 
youth groups, families and 

friends, business employ-
ees, hunting and fishing 
clubs, conservation orga-
nizations, sports teams 
and others can organize 
their members and par-
ticipate. Get your group 
or municipality involved, 
or join a registered group 

in your area. 
Since the inception of 

the PA event in 2004, more 
than 1.565,950 million vol-
unteers have picked up 
80,575,227 million pounds 
of litter and waste, more 
than 146,259 miles of roads, 
waterways, shorelines and 
trails have been cleaned, 
and more than 136,300 
trees, bulbs, and flowers 
have been planted. Volun-
teers have also removed 
at least 202,350 tires and 
130,218 pounds of scrap 
metal.

Keep Pennsylvania 
Beautiful works with 
more than 300 dedicated 
adoption coordinators 
and thousands of commu-
nity partners through the 
Great American Cleanup 
of Pennsylvania and the 
International Coastal 
Cleanup of Pennsylvania. 
With this extensive base 
of grass-roots volunteers 
and local support, Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful is 
a leader in addressing ille-
gal dumping and littering 
across the state. For more 
than 20 years, KPB has 
worked with community 
volunteers to clean up for-
ests, parks, roadways, city 
blocks, greenways and wa-
terways across Pennsylva-
nia — and to keep them 
clean. 

For more information 
or to register your events, 
visit the Great American 
Cleanup of PA website 
http://gacofpa.org or con-
tact Michelle Dunn, pro-
gram coordinator, at (877) 
772-3673, extension 113, 
or e-mail mdunn@keeppa 
beautiful.org. Registered 
events will be listed on the 
“Find an Events” page, and 
will be searchable by any-
one wishing to participate.  

A N N A  M c C A R T N E Y , a 
communications and 
education specialist for 
Pennsylvania Sea Grant, 
can be reached by e-mail at 
axm40@psu.edu.

Clean sweep
 Join Great American Cleanup to beautify Erie
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer

KEEP PENNSYLVANIA BEAUTIFUL

When the snow eventually melts, what’s often left is 
hidden trash. You can help clean up roadways, parks, city 
blocks and areas in your neighborhood.

KEEP PENNSYLVANIA BEAUTIFUL

Boy Scouts of America Troop 10 clean up their town in 
Bucks County. Register your event soon to get free 
cleanup supplies such as bags, gloves and vests donated 
by PennDOT and Keep America Beautiful.

Look for articles about people who improve 
your community because they volunteer their 
services. What are their reasons for 
volunteering? 

Write a letter encouraging your fellow 
students, parents and neighbors to participate in 
the 2015 Great American Cleanup of PA in your 
community. Be sure to include reasons why they 
should volunteer. E-mail your 
letter with your photo to 
axm40@psu.edu for possible 
publication in the weekly 
“your space” feature.
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