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Reconnect with your environment
Learn about environmental issues, their effect on your community and actions for your involvement.
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PA CRMP and PA Fish & Boat Commission funding for fish passages on
Fourmile Creek in Lawrence Park Twp. enables steelhead to migrate
upstream.

Learn about grants
for Coastal Zone

By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer

The Department of Environmental Protection will conduct
two workshops in Pennsylvania’s Lake Erie Coastal Zone
to provide information and instructions on how to apply for
competitive Coastal Resources
Management Program grants on
Wednesday, Sept. 12.
The first workshop is from 10
to 11 a.m., and the second will be
from 6 to 7 p.m., both in Room 110
at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center at Presque Isle State
Park, 301 Peninsula Drive.
The CRMP awards grants for
projects that benefit one or more
of the coastal zone enhancement
areas, including coastal wetlands, coastal hazards, public
access, marine debris, cumulative and secondary impacts, special area management planning,
Great Lakes resources, energy
and government facility siting
and activities and aquaculture.
The upcoming solicitation period for the 2013 Coastal Zone
grants continues until 4 p.m. on

Oct 15. All applications must
be submitted electronically
through the online Environmental eGrants System. For more information, visit http://www.dep.
state.pa.us/river/czmp.htm.
Eligible organizations include
any coastal municipality, county
government entity, public authority, state government agency,
incorporated non-profit organization, school district or institution of higher learning, with
projects located in the Pennsylvania Coastal Zone boundaries.
A map of the Lake Erie Coastal
Zone boundaries can be found
on DEP’s website at http://www.
dep.state.pa.us/river/about/
about.htm.
ContactJakeWelsh,ErieCounty planning director, at 451-7003
or jwelsh@eriecountygov.org or
Sabrina Stanwood at PA DEP
at (717) 772-5622 or sstanwood@
pa.gov.

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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County residents have many reasons to celebrate 40 years of the Coastal Zone Management Act, including efforts to improve public access. One
of the first projects funded in 1980, the year Pennsylvania joined the voluntary program, was a feasibility study for Twenty Mile Creek public
access. Since then, over 50 million in CZM funding has helped to fund state projects that also address coastal development, water quality,
shoreline erosion and flooding.

In the zone
40-year-old coastal
act protects our shores
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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State Rep. John Hornaman, left, recognized JrPLEWA members and
their advisers, Sister Pat Lupo and Cindy Murray, right, for their work
to keep PPCPs out of our water.

Young environmentalists
win first-place award
By ANNA MCCARTNEY
Contributing writer
Thirteen students from local
high schools and universities
have worked tirelessly to keep
chemicals in pharmaceuticals
and personal care products, PPCPs, out of our water.
Their campaign, which began
two years ago, won first place
in the United States for Project
Earth’s World Environment Day
contest. The contest is a global
event that reviews projects
aimed at educating communities about environmental issues.
This was the first year the Junior
Pennsylvania Lake Erie Watershed Association, a program
sponsored by Environment Erie,
entered.
The group, which conducted
many presentations at schools
and conferences including the
Great Lakes Northwest Caucus,
was recognized for efforts related to research, education and
legislation about the use and disposal of PPCPs. The group also
presented its findings to state

representatives in Harrisburg
and made recommendations for
House Bill 2466.
The bill would establish a program requiring all manufacturers selling prescription drugs in
Pennsylvania to participate in
a pharmaceutical stewardship
program that would include collection sites, mail-back options,
safe-handling systems and environmentally sound disposal
methods for unwanted drugs
from residential sources. The
costs would not be paid for by
the consumer.
State Rep. John Hornaman, of
Millcreek Township, D-3rd Dist.,
who is sponsoring the bill, presented citations to recognize the
group members for their work.
To learn more about the award
and their efforts visit: http://
www.projectearth.net/Project/
Details/2284.

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

You might not celebrate this
date: Oct. 27.
But if you love spending time
at the beach, or benefit economically from coastal resources or
activities, you may want to commemorate this important day.
On Oct. 27, 1972, Congress established the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) to preserve,
protect, develop, enhance, and
restore the nation’s coastal resources.
Who can disagree that our
coastal areas needed protection
and coordinated management
40 years ago, or that they still do
today? By 1970, many of the nation’s lakes, streams and rivers
were so degraded that they were
unable to support aquatic life
or safe swimming and fishing.
Because all the water on earth
is connected, coordination and
common standards were needed
then and are still needed at all
levels to restore and protect our
coasts, estuaries and ocean.
This law brought an essential, comprehensive approach
to balance the often competing
demands of coastal resource
use, economic development, and
conservation to support healthy
coastal economies and ecosystems.Statesareencouragedtobe
responsible stewards of coastal
land by implementing a Coastal
Zone Management Plan (CZMP)
to involve their citizens. These
innovative, voluntary federalstate partnerships strengthen
the capabilities of each partner
to address coastal issues of national importance, while giving
states the flexibility to design a
programthatacknowledgestheir
unique priorities and needs.
The majority of coastal states
joined this program, which also
includes the Great Lakes states,
in its very early stages. In September1980,theU.S.Department
of Commerce approved Pennsyl-

vania’s CZMP. The Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Protection’s Water Planning Office coordinates and implements
the CZMP to execute sound
coastal management in Pennsylvania’s two coastal areas.
The 77-mile Lake Erie coastal
zone is located within Erie County and includes the shorelines of
major tributaries and Presque
Isle State Park. One of the state’s
ports for international shipping,
this coastal zone extends to the
middle of the lake, to the boundary with Canada, and inland an
average of 1.4 miles.
The 112 miles of the Delaware
Estuary Coastal Zone, which lies
within Bucks, Philadelphia and
Delaware counties, contains islands, marshes and shorelands
of tributary streams that are tidally influenced. The combined
facilities of the Delaware Estuary comprise the largest freshwater port in the world.
Funding from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is used to
administer the program and provide grants to local governments,
state agencies and nonprofit organizationstoundertakeprojects
in their coastal zones.
In the past 40 years, more
than $1 billion in federal funds,
matched by state and local funding, has been invested to develop
and implement 35 state coastal
management programs and establish and run 28 estuarine research reserves, which preserve
more than 1.3 million acres of
coastal habitat.
Since 1980, the Pennsylvania
Coastal Resources Management
Program has provided more than
$50 million in funding for coastal
zone projects, including many in
the Lake Erie Coastal Zone.

A N N A M C C A R T N E Y, a
communications and education
specialist for Pennsylvania Sea
Grant, can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.
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Check out these websites
to learn more:
www.coastalmanagement.noaa.gov
www.dep.state.pa.us/river/czmp.htm
www.eriecountyplanning.org/index.
php?page=czm
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The Port Authority applied for and received CRMP funding for the
historical preservation of the Water Works Boathouse that was built in
1909-1910 and now used for public boat rentals.
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Evidence of strong PA CRMP support for outreach and education efforts
is this Earth Action student service-learning project in which students
placed messages on storm drains and educated neighbors about urban
runoff pollution. CZM funding also helps to involve 6,000 area students
with this weekly NIE page so they, too, can learn about and solve local
environmental issues.
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The PA CRMP also funds acquisition of coastal zone properties, like
this former Coxon property, for preservation and for public access to
Lake Erie.
Each week this NIE page gives you the opportunity to stay current on
environmental laws, programs and other issues that play a huge role in
everyday life. We also encourage you to become involved to help make
your community a better place by participating in ways to improve your
environment and to share your concerns and activities with others.
Next week the NIE page will be about the Pennsylvania
Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup. You can
become involved by participating in a school
cleanup. We will publish your data and
opinions on future NIE pages in the “Your
space” section. Contact Anna McCartney at
axm40@psu.edu to sign up for data cards,
cleanup supplies and to learn more.

