
Learn about environmental issues, their affect on your community and actions for your involvement.
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Check out these websites
to learn more:

www.nps.gov/cuva/forkids/
the-cuyahoga-river.htm

www.wviz.org/water/
watershedcuyahoga.htm

www.paseagrant.org

Look for recent articles about water-
quality problems. How many can you find?
Are any in your neck of the woods? Are you,
your school or your family involved in
projects to protect the environment and your
water quality?
Share them with
us for possible
publication on
the weekly “your
space” feature.
Send them to
axm40@psu.edu.
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Iroquois students recycle in the cafeteria.
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The Great Lakes Great Stewards team and teacher
Katherine Hall recycle at Iroquois Elementary School.

Great Lakes Great Stew-
ards at Iroquois Elemen-
tary School have reduced
trash in their cafeteria by
at least a third because
they now separate items
for recycling.

While the school has
been recycling paper and
newspapers for many
years, recyclable lunch-
related items were put in
the trash. With little need
of adult supervision, the
students now take respon-
sibility for helping the
entire student body sepa-
rate items that can be re-
cycled.Theygointospecial
marked bins before stu-
dents leave the cafeteria.

Fifth-grade students
Alexis and Madison like
the signs they made to
help students know what
is recyclable and hope
the knowledge will help
kids recycle in the future.
Rayne and Alexis think it
is awesome that they are
helping to save the envi-
ronment. And Jeremy and
A.J. think it is fun that they
can be creative. They like
watching the kids recycle.
Second-gradestudentKen-
dra thinks we need to re-
cycle even more. The new
cafeteria-recycling pro-
gram is a student steward-
shipproject ledbyteacher
Katherine Hall.

Iroquois is one of nine
schools participating in
Pennsylvania Sea Grant’s
B-WET program. B-WET is
an environmental educa-
tionprogramthatpromotes
locally relevant, experien-
tiallearningforK-12school

students and teachers.
Through the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Office of
NationalMarineSanctuar-
ies,theGreatLakesB-WET
program offers competi-
tive grants, funded in part
through Great Lakes Res-
toration Inititiave funds,
to promote “meaningful
watershed education ex-
periences.” Goals of the
program are to support ex-
isting environmental edu-
cation programs focused
on the K-12 audience, fos-
ter growth of new water-
shed education programs,
and encourage the devel-
opment of partnerships
amongenvironmentaledu-
cationprogramsacrossthe
Great Lakes watershed.

Pennsylvania Sea Grant
was awarded one of the
grants for its Great Lakes-
Great Stewards project.
Both students and teach-
ers have been incorporat-
ingwatershedstewardship
practices into the class-
room, out in the field and
in the water, and in other
arenas of education.

In September, Iroquois
studentsalsocollectedand
documented trash around
the school and a nearby
stream for the Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup.
Why not follow the lead of
thesestudentstoeliminate
unnecessary trash in the
cafeteria and the environ-
ment?

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Iroquois students lead
school recycling effort
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer
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A racing shell travels on the Cuyahoga River before it empties into Lake Erie. This scene, impossible to imagine 40
years ago, shows progress made to address past industrial pollution. However, the industrial setting, the dirty water
and floating debris are reminders that pollution from urban run-off, suburban sprawl, agriculture and aging wastewater
treatment plants keep parts of the Cuyahoga and Lake Erie too polluted for swimming and fishing.

Once an embarrass-
ment, the Cuyahoga River
now inspires people and
demonstrates that coop-
eration, laws, a watershed
approach and hard work
are essential to repair and
protect valuable water re-
sources.

The media attention to
the 1969 Cuyahoga River
fire created an enduring
awareness of pollution’s
harmful effect on environ-
mental and human health.
It forced citizens and law-
makers to acknowledge
that water and other natu-
ralresourceswereindeep
trouble because of human
activity. That fire inspired
the movement that result-
edintheWaterQualityIm-
provement Act of 1970, the
CleanWaterActof1972,the
Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement, thecreationof
state and federal environ-
mentalprotectionagencies
and the first Earth Day.

Sincethen,citizens,com-
munity groups, businesses
andlocal,stateandfederal
governments have worked
hard on restoring the
CuyahogaRiverwatershed.
Communitiesareremoving
dams,whichtrappollution,
to improve oxygen levels
and fish movement. The
discharge from industries
and cities has improved
dramatically.

The Cuyahoga Valley
NationalRecreationArea,
designatedin1974,became
a national park in 2000; it
hassavedmilesoftheriver
from suburban develop-
ment. Nesting bald eagles
have even returned there
after more than 70 years.
Fish have also returned.
In the summer of 2008, the
U.S.EnvironmentalProtec-
tion Agency crews found
40 different fish species,
including steelhead trout
and northern pike.

But because the
Cuyahoga River’s water
quality was sacrificed for
economic growth for more
than a century, problems
on the river and in Lake
Erie remain. Some areas
are still not fit for recre-
ational use because of pol-
lution,dredginganddump-
ing that occurred decades
ago. And health advisories

recommend limiting con-
sumption of sport fish due
to poor water quality.

In less than 200 years,
how did a once-pristine
river turn into a cesspool
that could no longer sup-
port life? By the late 1800s,
a growing number of oil
refineries,chemicalmanu-
facturers, steel producers,
rubbercompaniesandoth-
er industries and commu-
nities sprang up along its
banks. Beginning in 1898,
the river mouth, which
had been moved in 1827,
was widened. Then, begin-
ning in 1936, the river was
widened and the channel
deepened so that 600-foot
freighters could navigate
safely. This allowed com-
panies along the river to
prosper, but this intense
industrial activity and
population growth signifi-
cantly polluted the water
and surrounding land as
factory waste and sewage
were dumped directly into
the water.

Improvements in the
Cuyahoga, and other Lake
Erie tributaries have
contributed to a cleaner
lake. But new problems
remind us that the Clean
Water Act reduced indus-
trial pollution. Loopholes
in the act leave smaller
streams vulnerable. And
it doesn’t control contami-
nation from urban runoff,
suburbansprawlandagri-
culture.

Combined with exces-
sive amounts of sewage
still dumped into water-
ways when aging waste-
water treatment facilities
can’t handle runoff, these
pollutantsareincreasingly
making tributaries such
as the Cuyahoga and Lake
Erie unfit for swimming
and fishing. They also in-
crease algae blooms and
deadzonesinthelakeand
threaten the drinking wa-
ter for millions. Because
we can’t survive without
clean water, dealing with
these problems must en-
sure economic growth
doesn’tonceagaindestroy
precious water quality.

A N N A M c C A R T N E Y , a
communications and
education specialist for
Pennsylvania Sea Grant,
can be reached by e-mail at
axm40@psu.edu.

Sparking change
Cuyahoga River fire leads
to environmental cleanups
By ANNA McCARTNEY
Contributing writer

CLEVELANDHISTORICAL.ORG

During the 20th century, river fires in industrial U.S. cities
were so common that they barely rated mention in the
news, until Time Magazine covered the June 1969 fire on
the Cuyahoga River.

WIKIMEDIA

The u-shaped Cuyahoga River and its watershed, located
in Northeast Ohio, drain 813 square miles (520,320 acres)
into Lake Erie and include 1,220 stream miles spanning
parts of 83 local jurisdictions and six counties.
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The Cuyahoga River was dangerously polluted by a
century of dumped factory waste and sewage from cities.
Imagine if water sources for drinking water, recreation,
and wildlife were ruined; where you live?

1. Refuse it: Don’t buy single-use items
2. Reuse it: Reusable mugs, containers, picnic

supplies, shopping bags, etc.
3. Reinvent it: Tell companies to reduce packaging.
4.Tap it: Drink tap water in reusable bottles.
5. Butt out: Don’t flick your cigarette butts outdoors.
6. Butt in: Ask for policies to address ocean trash.
7. Recycle it: Sort, separate and recycle.
8. Stow it: Keep trash until properly disposing/

recycling.
9. Can it: Use trash cans with lids and don’t overfill.
10. Remove it: Participate in the International

Coastal Cleanup and other neighborhood
cleanups.

THINGS YOU CAN DO

Tuesday, January 14, 2014 | Erie Times-News | GoErie.com | 9D


